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| T he Epiſtle to the Reader. 


T may be ſome may marvel why I 
ſhould deal in this Argument which is 
ſufficiently handled, and the Adverſary 

ſufficiently anſwered by another band : I 
ſhall therefore give an Account of the 
Grounds that moved me to this underta- 
king, which are theſe : 

1, Tam abundantly convinced that the 
Truth which I endeavor to maintain (whar 
ever others conceive of it) is of that conſe- 

uence, that too much cannot be ſaid for 
the defence thereof ; for what Truths are 
more needful to be contended for , then. 
thoſe which tend to preſervethe perfeions 
of Gods holy Nature , ſome of which, by 
the Doctrine of the Conditional Decree,are 
too much violated? Doth notthis Do irine 
by clear and direct conſequence (as hereat- 
ter ſhall be more fully ſhewed)) make the 
Creator to depend upon the creature , and 
the everlaſtingand unchangeable Counſels 
of bis Will, to be ſubordinate tothe mura- 
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ble motions of mans will? ſo as he candso, 
nor de:ermine nothing abſolutely and cer- 
rainly, rouching mans eternal Salvation or 
Damnartion,till man himſelf hach ultim<«te- 
ly derermined what he will do : and if the 
foreſight of Sin muſt go before the Decree 
of Reprobation , becauſe Sin goes before 
Damnation, upon the very ſame ground 
rae foreſight of Faith and Repentance muſt 
co before the Decree of Election , becauſe 
theſe neceſfarily go before Salvation(which 
Doctrine cannot well agree with the g'ory 
of Gods i ree Grace. ) 

2. I know well that the more hands any 
Argument paſlerh through in writing of it, 
che morehands it is likely to come into for 
reading of it : for fome that will nor look 
into a I reatife fot the ſake of the matter, or 
ſubject of ir, yet may perhaps do it forthe 
fake of the Author, with whom they have 


ſome acquaintance, or to whom they have 


{ome relation. 


3- E haveendeavored to apply my ſelf ({o- 
far as the ſubject will bear) to the appre-'_ 
henſ1on of eyery underftanding Chriſtian, 


though 


— 


to the Reader: 
though not furniſhed with the help of any 
Literature , whereas M* Barl) being to fol- 
low his Adverſary ftep by ſtep, is forced ro 
follow him in the ſame way thathe went, 
and to carry on things ſometimes in a high- 
er ſtrain then lower Capacities can reach 
unto : Beſides, he is forced (that his An- 
fwer may not ſwell iri too big a bulk) to 
referthe anſwer of ſome things to a former 
Anſwer, which it the Reader hath not by 


| him (as all have not) he cannot ſo readily - 


receive ſatisfaction as he defires. 
T hele Conſiderations, together with the 
deſire of ſome Friends, pur meon tothe 


publiſhing of what now follows. I ſhall 


' ſay nothing of thoſe Aſperſions which 


M*P. in his Anſwer to M* B. did both un- 
jultly and untruly.caſt upon me, becauſe 
(as | have heard) they are already wiped off 
by another . hand ,, as alſo becauſe | well 
know that thoſe Readers who are moſt ca- 


| per in their purſuit after Truth, love nor to 


e retarded in their, way by any Imperrti- 
nencies, any thing that doth not directly 
concern the buſineſs in hand. | 
[ have 


T be Epiſtle to the Reader. 
I have endeavored to compact things as 
cloſe together as I can , thatI may not tyre 
the Reader with too many lines. All thar 
1 ſhall defire of him is, thathe would not 
ſuffer himſelf to be preponderared with the 
weight of words , ſtrong lines, or pleaſing 
language, which he may wiſh, inthe Op- | 
poſer, but onely attend to the ſtrength of 
Arguments, and incline his Judgement 
that way where he ſhall finde the weight of 
theſe ro ſway the ballance. | 
Thar this Piece came forth ſo ſoon, was 
beſides my intention, for leaving it in the 
hands of ſome Friends at London, it was pur 
to the Preſs before I knew of it: and it was 
expeted that M* Barly's Anſwer would 
have come forth before this time , it being 
. ſent ro the Preſs above a Quarter of a Year © 
{ince. 
- Farewel. 
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(hriſis Special Redemption. 


He DoEtrine of Gods Abſolute Decree (being 

ſuch a Doctrine as is ſomewhat removed a- 

bove the reach of mans natural Apprehen- 

ſton, and very little agreeing with his corrupt 
Will and Aﬀections ) hath been much quarrel'd at in all 
Ages. It beganto be ſo in that great Apoſtles rime, who 
was the principal Propagator of it, as appears Rom. 9.19. 
In ſucceeding Ages -Pe/agizs and his Followers (trongly 
maintained this Quarrel. In later times (to ſpeak no- 
thing of the Jeſuits and Arminians , who have kindly clo- 
ſd their hands in oppoſing this DoArine ) Caſtedliq a> 
painſt Brza, Mr. Hoard in hiS PH1LaAnTHRODPY, 
but eſpecially the Author of Fur Predeſtinatus, have ta» 
ken much pains to render this DoEtine to the world as 
odious and abominable as may be, To theſe Mr. Thomas > 
Pierce bath of late largely contributed his help, in his 
Treatiſes which he hath put forth, eſpecially in that which 
hecalls The Divize Philanthropy defended : T hope he will 
not take it 111, -if we ſhall in a calm and quiet way (with- 
out touching upon his perſon) examine his Arguments, 
to ſee whether they be as ltrong as his Words, and whe- 
ther their Eviderce be anſwerable to bis Confidence . As 
allo ſpeak ſomecturg in way of Defence of. that Inn»cent 
Doctrine 
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Dodtine of Gods Abſolute Decree , which he chars T 
with that great Crime of making God the fFarvexr, + oh 
and other foul Conſequences , and therefore treadsitm _ 

der his feet with much indignation and deteſtation. aw ("FE 
becauſe the Aſferting and Confirming of a poſitive Try pe Fas 
makes way for the Overthrow of that Error which is yr ru 
trary to it, we ſhall begin with this, and in the firſt ply Ms 
endeavor to prove, That no conditional Decrees can G ifo 
ro the Nature of God, and therefore that they muſt ne Þ : 

be Abſolute; and then come to anſwer the Objein Þ 4... 


that are brought againſt the Doarine of the Abſolye for thi 
Decree. Indoing.of both theſe, it cannot be avoidedly Þ 

we muſt again make uſe of thoſe Conſiderations prefiud where 
before Mr. Barly's: Anſwer to Mr. Pierce (which th 8 

were briefly propounded , but now ſhall be ke 
inſiſted on ) becauſe they moſt properly and intim 
concern the Queſtion in hand as alſo becauſe he hithu Þ ondi 
given any Anſwer at all unto them , but one!y. puttha Þ yy, j, 
off with a jeer;. which whether they have deſervedory, Siri 


we leave to the indifferent Reader to judge. kl Wa 
—_ =] 

= | x 

Arguments againſt Conditional Decres Yo 
in God. lows: 

for 


Y Conditional DecreesW& underſtand ſuch as whit a 
in the Condition doth not onely go before the 6 
cution or effefting of the things decreed , bur beforeth i: 
Decree it ſelf, before the internal at of Gods will, al p 
that purpoſe within himſelf, whereby he hath determine fG 
thac ſuch or ſuch things ſhall be. 


Thar ſuch a Decree as this cannot agree with the exe wh 
lent Nature of God, if we conſider him in regard eithet! # ,._. 


of his Eternity, Immutability, Omniporency, Simpliath | 1, 
or other Perfections belonging to his Nature , may ths BY g.. 
appear. | | 


x, That 


" end muſtbefirſt intended by t 


of Gods ubſolgte Decver. 


' 1, That which is abſolutely Eternal hath nothing going 
before it, for it is abſolute primums ; But all Gods Decrees 
being a&s within himſelf, and therefore nar.really differ- 
mg from himſelf) are abſolutely Ecernal;/Theretore they 
can have no condition or conſideratton of any thing with- 
outhimſelf going before them : As his Decree of Election 
was before the foundation of the world was laic, Eph:1.4. 
ſo alſo itis with ajl'other of his Necrees. _ 
-- 2. Al} Conditions are conſequents of Gods Decree, 
therefore they cannor go before it: they. are means firted 
for theend : now media [punt prog: finem, therefore the 
e fame at of Gods Decree 
whereby be intendsSalyation to-men, he intends10 bring 


| them. to-it by Faith, Repentance and other fit-means; 


therefore Salvation is firſt inteaded. Knge 

3 Faith and SanRification {which are the principal 
conditions of our Salvation.) are the effefts of EleRion. 
He hath choſen us to Salvation through the ſanttification of 
Spivit; and belief of the Truth,” 2 Thef.:2. 13, Weigh cho 
{ento be holy and without blame, EpÞh.1 4 Now theſe cog- 
ditions being effeAts of the Decree cannot go before ir,;for 
theeffe& cannot go. before the Cayſe , becauſe it receives 
its beipg from it; and as the effe& in pature always fol- 
lowsafer the cauſe, ſo alſo it doth in Gods conſiderations 
for his | conſideration is according to the nature of the 
thing, ebſe it were not a,righticonſideration. 

Tothis purpoſe Learned Dr. #/hitaker faith well, Cans 


Z 


Argument. 
I, 


Cyg1na1 


fratia fit propter predeſtinatianem,. predeſtinatia.gor poteſt cartio.p 5. 


eſe propter gratiam. It we receive -Grace becauſe we are 
predeſtinate,we cannot be predeſtinate for fore-ſeen-grace. 
If God ſhould chooſe;men vpon the fore-light'of Faith or 
any other-grace, where ſhould he tore-ſee this 2. he could 
not fore-ſee. it. 1n man before man had.any being in the 
world,orthe world it {elf had.any being ; therghorei the 
mutt: fore-peo 21m himſelf andhis! own/will;, {theres 


_ forehemuſtfirſt willmans Salvatioa, and-in order ro thar, 


wil to-give/him faith and other graces that fit him for it. 
| A 2 Beliides, 


eArgument All Gods Decrees are immutable and unchangeabl; 


z, 
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Beſides, true Love always flows from true Faith, wy 


by this crue Faith and Love we chuſe God to be ourGy 
therefore if he ſhould chooſe us upon the fore-ſighty 
our Faith, he ſhould chooſe us and love us, becauſe w 
had choſen and loved him; which concradi&sthe Apolth 
who tells us, that- we love him becunuſe he loved w frf, 
1 fohn 4. 19. | 

4. That which is abſolntely Ecernal, hath neither begs 
ning nor end : but the doErine of the conditional decre 


faſtensanend, and a beginning to Gods Decrees: F« 


that which they make the peremptory or abſolute decre, 
begins not till the conditional decree be at an end, andh 


foon as that takes place, this is expired. As forinſtans, B 


God decrees mans Salvation upon condition they willts 
lieve and repent ; now when they have perſeveredin& 
ing ſo, then this conditional decree ceaſeth to be cond 
onal, and becomes abſolute; and the abſolute Decy 
touching mans Salvation begins not till he hath falfile 


the condition ; ſo that by this means, Ele&ion muſt ixk Þ 


be in time, and not before all time. 


they being ats within himſelf are of the ſame natar 
with himfelf, in whom there « no ſhadow of ch fas. 
I. 17. Hence it is faid, that the Foundation of God (wii 
is his Decree) remaineth ſure, 2 Tim. 2.19. His Decres 
are far more firm then the Laws of the: Medes and Petb 
ans, which could not be altered. - His Counſels fandſn 
ever, and the thoughts of his- heart throughout all aft, 
P/al.33.11. His Decrees are thoſe mountains of brabtit 
Propher ſpeaks of, Zech.-6. 1. which can never berene 
ved: but the doQrine of the conditional will and decree, 
makes theſe to be mutable and changeable, For, 

x. By this DoQrine his conditional decree, - fir 
filling the condition, becomes abſolute ; and zheſe cannil 
be both the ſame, for they have differing obje&s;/ by ti 
one the Salvation and Damnation of all are equally 
xended, upon condition of believing, or not qr 

w 


of Geds abſolute Decree. 


ghereas his abſolute Decree is peremptorily pitcht upon 
one of theſe onely, with excluſion of the other. 

2. Every man inthe world is under ſome Decree or 
other :. ſo long as be continues an unbeliever, he is under 
the Decree of Damnation; when he cores to be a be- 
leiver, then he comes under the Decree of Salvation ; 
when he falls from his Faith (as by this DoArine he may 
do) then he falls again under the Decree of Damnation, 
when he recovers again,he comes under the other Decree, 
and ſo Gods Decrees will be made as variable and change- 
able as are the mutable motions of mans will, then which 
nothing is more unconſtant and uncertain. | 

3. When God ſeriouſly wills and intends a mans Salva- 
tion, upon condition that he will believe; when he by 
perſiſting in unbelief to his dying day, comes to be aftu- 
ally damned , then either the will of God rouching his 


Salvation is changed into a will of Damnation, or elſe an 


unbeleever is damned againſt Gods will.1f the former,then 
Gods will is changeable; if the latter, then after a man is 
attually damned, God doth ſtill continue ſeriouſly to will 
and defire his Salvation, though he never attain his will 
and deſire. Now how can this agree with his moſt per- 
fect felicity, and with the infinite perfection of his nature, 
to be always croſt in that which he ſeriouſly wills and de- 
ſires. ' Beſides, Is not juſt Damnation an a& of Gods Ju- 
ſtice, and can any a& of his Juſtice be againſt his Will?. 

The will of God isan omnipotent will, whatſoever he 
wills with the will of his purpoſe, that he works ; For who 
hath reſiſted hu will ? 

ObjeRt. But he wills their Salvation upon condition they 
do not reſiſt. 

Anſw. 1. How can it ftand with the wiſdom of God 
ſeriouſly to will and deſire a mans Salvation in caſe he 
doth not reſiſt, and he knows certainly at the ſame time 
that he will reſiſt, yea, can do no other, (if his will be 
not.changed) and he is reſolved never to changeit? Or 
how can it ſtand with his perfeRion -to ſubjeR his will ” 

| the 
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the perverſe will of the creature, and to make his moſt fe. 
rious intentions and purpoſes to be ſubordinate to the yz. 
rious motions and mutations of mans will 2 ſo that when 
he wills and intends one thing , theſe ſhould make him 
will and deſire the quite contrary. 

2. If mans reſiſtance hinders Gods willing of their $al. 
vation ; how comes it to paſs that he wills the falvation 
of any man, or that any man comes to be ſaved, ſince he 
knows certainly that all men will reſiſt ? for wharſcever 5 
born of the fleſh is fleſh, foh. 3.4. and it is the property of 
the fleſh ro luſt againſt the Spirit, Gal.5. 17. | 

3 If God ſeriouſly wills and intends mans falvation, 

mans reſiltance cannot hinder, for he can eaſily remoye 
it; Whe hath reſiſted his will ? ( faith the Apoſtle) Row: 9, 
I9. Orr God is in Heaven, and doth whatſoever he will, 
Pſ[al. 115. 3. Whatever pleaſed the Lord in Heaven ur 
Earth,that did he, Pſal. 135. 6. What/is the reaſon that 
when all men reſiſt, he removeth this reſiſtance in ſome, 
and of unwilling wills cauſeth them to have willing wills? 
Ts it not becauſe he intends their Salvation ? And why 
doth he not the like to others? is it not becauſe he neverin- 
tended to fave them ? He can do this in one as well as ate 
other, and that without offering any violence to thels 
berty of their wills, if he intended the Salvation of all 
alike : No man can he faid ſeriouſly to defire-that thing, 
the hindrances of effefing whereof, he will not remove, 
when it is in his power to do it. 


?Argument This conditional Decree cannot conſiſt with the fſim- 


4» 


plicity of Gods Nature, for he being aus fimpliciſrimus 
> perfeftiſa;imus, being one and the ſame moſt ſimple 
and perfe& ac, decrees all things ſimul cſemel, uno att 
ſimpliciſsimo, together, and at once with one molt ſimple 
at : There is no priority or poſteriority in Gods Decrets, 
bu onely prioritas rations (as D. T wiſſe well expreflethit) 
quando ratio unins petituy '& ration? alterins, a' priority 
of reaſon, when the reaſon of one thing/is drawn from 


the reaſon of another: as the reaſon of the means is:drawn 
, from 
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from the reaſon ofthe end. God decrees end and means, 
and all rogether ; but becauſe in order of Nature the end 
' s0es before the means, and we can apprehend it no other 
way, therefore chat order is uſually attributed unco God 
in his Decrees, that firſt he decrees the end, and then the 
means, though he decrees both with one and the ſelf ſame 
aR, ar the ſame inftant. Now this Hypothetical Do- 
Arine, which makes Gods Decrees to be conditional, 
makes alſo a mixture and multiplicity of Decrees. As 
firſt, that he wills the Salvation of all men ; then, that 
believers onely ſhall be ſaved, then, that this particular 
perſon ſhall be ſaved, if he believe, or damned, if he will 
fiot ; then, upon the foreſight, who will, and who will 
not; the certain ſalvation of theſe, and damnation of the 
other. Now the Seripture carries on theſe things, in a 
far clearer and more dire& way ; teaching that God by 
one and the ſelf ſame at of an abſolute Decree doth de- 
termine the Salvation of his Ele&, and to give them 
Faith, Repentance, and all other Graces that are needfull 
to bring them to it, | 


Thisconditional Decree cannot agree with the perfeQ- , 47g, cn 


on of Gods Nature. 
7. It ſuppoſeth a general Decree of ſaving a'l be- 
lievers. | 

' 2. Becauſe this will never takes effec, if it ſtayes here, 
and be carried on no further, it,makes God: in the nexr 
place to proceed to a conditional Decree of faving this or 
that perſon, upon condition if he will believe, and then to 
an abſolute Decree of theſe particular perſons , upon forc- 
ſight of their believing and perſevering. Now here is 
plainly progreſſus ab imperfettioribus ad perfeftiora, a pro- 
oreſs from the leſs perfe& to the more perfe&, after the 
manner of men, which can in no ſort agree to the perfe&t 
wiſdom of God, who knows and determines all things 
fimul e& ſemel, & 

3. This makes this will of God, touching the Salvatian 

of all, rather to. be a Ye/lcieras, then wolirio, a — 

rather 


F + 
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rather then awilling, which is proper onely to weak men, 

who is not able to accompliſh his own deſires, but cannot * 
agree to the All-powerfull God, who is in the Heaven Pur 
and doth whatſoever he will. Wiſhing always argues. | * Fled 


weakneſs and imperfection : when a man truely deſires &rin 

any thing, he would effect it if he were able: therefore will | 

it muſt argue great impotency in God, ſerioully to deſire refut 

the Salvation of men, and not to be able to effed it, yea, | 2: 

ro effe@ it by juſt means: If he ſeriouſly defires the $a hate 
vation of thoſe who are never ſaved, it follows neceſſari- is l01 

ly that his will is not omnipotent and irreſiſtable. \- Þ. fevet 
Argument, This do&rine of a conditional decree cannot apreg ſojut 
6. with the certainty of Gods: Decrees. How canthatle ®# + 
certain which hath no certain: ground or foundation? | derf 
They make the Decrees of God: to be grounded upon hi trar} 
foreknowledge : and his foreknowledge to be grounded A 

not upon any thing which himſelf determined to do, but eartt 

upon the mutable motion of mans will, and the uncer- WW fer» 

rain expeRation of what he will do : who hath powerto onel 


fruſtrate the moſt powerfull influence that God ſhall put Bella 
forth in the converſion of a ſinner, although he ſhall of ti 


. work as powerfully as he did inthe converſion of Paxl, part, 

(as Mr 7. G. teacheth.) bis 

2. This conditional decree hath no certain objeR; to fil 

therefore it cannot be certain ; It hath not certain ſalvat- 2. 

on, norcertain damnation, for'it is equally and indiffe aret 

rently diſpoſed to either of theſe : It cannot have both” tie 1 

OH. theſe for the certain objed, for they being contrary, car- othe 
84K | not conſiſt together. - 25 cn 
FT Argumerr, This conditional Decree agrees not with the Apoſtles Gy 


7, Dodcrine, Rom. 9g.11,12, 13. For, wh 
1. He tells us that Zacob was loved, and E/au was he WW him: 
ted, and that before they Were born, or had done good s | A 
evil : but this conditional Decree takes away all diferenc 
betwixt love and hatred, before mgg are born, before” 
they have done good or evil, for it makes love to depend ne 
upon their doing of good, and hatred to depend upon [ 
their 


of Gods abſolute Decree. 


their doing of-evil, and that not in regard of the 
effes onely of love or hatred, but in regard of Gods 
Purpoſe and Decree. It takes away all difference betwixt 
® EleRtion and Reprobation : For according to this Do- 
Arine Eſa ſhall be loved and eleRted, upon condition he 
will believe, and 7acob ſhall be hated and rejeRed, if he 
refuſeth ro do this. " 

2. The Apoſtle ſfaith,of theſe, that they were loved and 
hated before they were born ; but by this DoArine no man 
is loved or hated rill he be ready to die, till he hath per- 
| . ſevered in Faith or Unbelief, til! the very aRt of his Dif- 
ſolution. | ; 
| .ObjeR. The Love which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of is uns 
' derfloed of temporal Priviledges, and Hatred of the com 


trary. F 

pA Not of temporal Priviledges onely , For, 1 The 
earthly Canaan was a Type of the Heavenly Canaan, as 
{eruſalem was a Type of the Celeſtial. Feruſalem : as not 
onely Calvin, Beza, Zanchy, and others affirm, but alſo 
Bellarmine himſelf acknowledgeth , and Facob was a Type 
of the elected 1/7ae/, as Eſax was a Type of the rejected 
part, called therefore profane E/ax, who paſſed away all 
bis right and hope of Heaven for ſomething wherewith 
to fill his belly for the preſenr. | 

2. The Love and Hatred here mentioned by the Apoſtle 
are the ame with EleRion and RejeRion : for the Apo» 
tile makes this the ground, why one was loved and the 
other hated before, they had done either good or evil ; 
namely, That the purpoſe of God agcording to Eleftion (ac- 
cording to which Zacob was eleted) might remain, and 
that it might appear, that this was »er of Works, but by 
* bim that calleth, Rom.9. 11. 

And this holds as well in the hatred of Z/as, as inthe 
love of 7acob , heas hated before he was born, that the 


purpoſe of God according to rejeion might remain : To 
this purpoſe Auſtin makes E/av, together with Cain and ne 


7adzs$0-belong tothe Malignant Church. 
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ObjeR. Though Jacob and Eſau had nor aftnall dn © 


good or evil, yer they had done it in Gods foreſight, according 
ro which God might love the one, and hate the other. 


Anſw. This ſtill croſſeth the Apoſtles Scope, which 


to ſhew that the fi-{t ground of putting a difference hg, 
twixt theſe two, in loving the one, and hating the othe, 
was not in themſelves but in God : nor of works (faith be) 
but of him that calleth, that the purpoſe of God according y 
Eleftion (and ſo alſo his purpoſe according to Rejeding) 
might remain firm : For if this difference ſhould ar 
from foreſeen works, yet it ſhould be of works, which th 
Apoſtle here wholly rejefeth : not of works (faith he,) 


Many who renounce foreſeen works as the' ground ef | 


Election, yer make Original fin the ground of Reprots 
tion : but the Apoſtle here excludes both alike, namelyal 
foreſeen works from the hating of Eſax, as from thels 
ving of 7aceb : before they had dape either good or wil 
(faith he) ſpeaking of both of them alike. C 
Learned D. whitaker brings this as an Argument t 
prove that Original ſin is not the cauſe of Reprobation: 
( auſuillins odis quo Deus Eſavum proſequutus eft mum 
natum, non fuit peccatum originale, quia tum equalitt 
odiſſer Jacobum : quare fi queras cur Eſau non invinri 
nec acceperit miſericordiam, oportet cauſam aliquam aſi 
ari que non conveniat Jacobo : The cauſe (faith he) 


. that hatred, wherewith God hated E/ax before, be ws 


born, was not Original ſin, for then he ſhould have like 
hated Faceb : wherefore, if you. ask why E/aw neither 
found nor received mergy , ſome cauſe muſt be aſzignel 
which agrees not to Zacob. Now if ſome other cauſe mul 
be aſsigned (for the ſame canſe brings forth the ſame 
effe&t) what can this be, but the good will and pleaſure 
of God, who hath mercy on whom he-will, and whombe 

will he hardens? ® 
2. This conditional Decree croſſeth the Apoſtles Dv 
Arine, becauſe it makes the difference betwixt veſſels d 
honor and diſhonor to arife from the diſpoſition of the 
* matte 
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matter, whereas the Apoſtle makes it to ariſe from the 
will of the Potter : Hath not (faith he) the Potter power ro 
make of the ſame lump one veſſel to honor, and anothey to 
&ſhonor? Rom. 9. 21. Unbelievers and believers are not the 
fame lump , but theſe are a better qualified and 'more re- 
fined lump then the other , but the Apoſtle makes both 
ſorts of veſlels to be made of the very ſame lump. 
3, There had been no ground ar all of quarrelling at 
ſiſted bis Will, 
if his Will had not been the cauſe of difference betwixc 
one and another. And the Apoſtle might eaſily have an- 
fmered ( Yea for vindicating the Juſtice of God, he was 
bound to have done it) that God did earneſtly will and 
defire their ſalvation , hut they reſiſted his will : Yet he 
goes not this way to work , but anſwers them by check- 
ing their malepert and audacious mſolence , that dare en- 
ter into conteſt with their Creator , What art thou, &c. 
4. This Doarine is eafie and obvious to every mans 
apprehenſion that hath any uſe of his rational faculty ; 
namely , That it is juft with God to decree that mans 
damnation , who willingly rejefAs Chriſt and falvation 
when they are offered unto him, and God f*riouſly de- 
fires that he might be faved, and therefore the Apoſtle 
needed not to have cryed out *N Badvs » O-the depth of the 
Wiſdom and knowledge of God, his judgements are unſearch- 
able, and his ways paſt finding out Rom. 11. 33. this be- 
ing the great abyſs and hidden depth of the Apoſtles Do- 
arine , namely , How God ſhould hate any man before 
be was born , or had done either good or evil. To this 
purpoſe Aſtin ſaith truly , Eos evacuare verba Aprſtoli, 


qui judicium drvine diſtrerionts ad opera reducunt ant pre- mo B 
Viſa ant preterita. That they make the Apoſtle ſpeak to {3 ©-7- 


no purpoſe , who reduce the judgement or cauſe of 'Di- 
vine difference of one from another , unto Works, whe- 


ther foreſeen or already done. 


| This conditional Decree cannot ſtand with the abſolure 
liberty and independency of the Will of God : For where- 
B 2 


as 
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as he ſaith, I will do this becauſe I will, Rows. g. 15, thi 
. makes him to will , becauſe the creature wills, and cop 

fines the liberty and freedom of his Will ,, to the motion; 

of mans will : ſo that he cannot abſolutely and ofitivey | 

determin and will mans ſalvation, till man hath Fro 

it himſelf, by being willing to believe , and to perſerey 

Pet, Mare, 12 doing ſo. According to this opinion, as Peter Af, 

loc.com- faith well , Deus now operaretur juxta ſuam voluntatey, 

mun.loc. ſed juxta alienam. - God ſhould not at or work accord 

de przd. tg his own will, but according to the will of others. 

[cQ.24, Yea this impoſeth a neceſlity upon the will of.Gv 
which is the fountain of all. freedom :. for it- makes hy X 
will and decree to be grounded upon his foreknow| 
and his foreknowledge to be. grounded upon mans ad 
ons and motions : So that ifhe foreſees man to perſeven 
in believing , he muſt gf neceſſity determine his lalvatios 
and that not becauſe- it is his good will and pleaſurety 
fave him, andin order thereto to work faith in him, hit 
beeauſe he foreſees him to perſevere in. believing , andi 
he foreſees him to do otherwiſe , he muſt of neceſlity& 
cree his deſtraQtion , and can do no otherwiſe : He an 
not have mercy on whom he will have mercy, aid har 
whom he will, till mans-will hath made way for him. The 
Aſlertors therefore of this DoArine , while they are {6 
licitous about. maintaining the Liberty of Mans Will, and 
tender of the- leaſt couch that may tend to the contrar, 
they minde not that. they bereave God of the Liberty «& 
bis Will , anddo as-it were caſt fetters upon it ; ſo thi 
he can move no otherwiſe in point of mans ſalvation, the 
man ſhall give him leaves | 

<rgumen This conditional decree cannot ftand with the- infinit 

9 and moſt perfeA Wiſdom of God. For , 

1. It makes him to ferch the 1dea, the model and plat, 
accordingto which he will frame his greateſt works, an 
thoſe aCtions that tend to his greateſt glory ,. not fron 
himſelf and his own infinite underſtanding , his ownwF 
domandskijl , but from the ations and motions win 

' - creature 
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creature. - The more skilful and perfe& any Artificer is, 
theleſs he will borrow from the models and plots of o- 
thers, in any curious work he is to make , but fetch all 
from bis' own ingeny and invention : Bur this Doctrine 
makes the moſt wiſe: and perfet God to ffand as it 
werEin ſuſpence , and unreſolved what to do touching 
mans eternal falvation or damnation, till he hath ſeen 
what man himſelf wyJl do. 
2. No wiſe man will earneſtly deſire the doing of that 
which he knows certainly will never be done; yea can ne- ton Sn 
ver be done unleſs he affords that help for doing it, which ,,2qe6, 
atthe ſame time he is reſolved not to yield,. though he be pag.z 5. 
able to do it ,. and might juſtly do it. - Eftne [apientss ho- 
minis, Dei ne dicam, ea decernere & velle que caſſa ſunt ? 
(faith Perer Martyr ):Is it the part of a wile man , much- 
leſsof the wiſe God , to determine and will , and deſire: 
thoſe things that ſhall never be, ſhall. never take effeRt > 


If God wills the ſalvation of all men upon condition they 


will believe , and knows certainly at the ſame time, that 
reither will nor can believe unleſs he works faith in 
them, (which is his gift) and yet never wills to beſtow this- 
iftupon them., how can this ſtand with his-wiſdom > 
God tsable to-work faith in all men as well as he doth in. 
ſome, and that without any impeachment of his Juſtice : 
and if he would have all men to be ave, how comes it 
then to paſs that thereare ſo few true believers, ſince: 
none can be ſaved but by believing ? 

3. What wiſe man will earneſtly defire and will the: 
end, and not will the means that tend to it, when he is a- 
ble to willand to work both > ©xomods ſapientie Des 
conveniat (faith Spanheim) ſcire diſpoſitionem neceſſariam 
ad {alutem ( fidem ſeil. ) in nullo reperirs, nec reperirs poſſe, 
fine ſuo dono, nolle vero 1d plurimis dare , & tamen decer- 
mere omnes homenes ad ſalutem , {i iſta di[poſutio in 145 repe=- 
riatrr ? How canit ſtand with the wiſdom of God to 
know, that the diſpoſition which is neceſſary to falvati-: 


on (namely Faith) is found in no man , nor can. be _ 
withe- 
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without his gift, and that he will not give this to very. 
many, and yet decrees the ſalvation of all, if this diſpoſj- 
rion be found in them ? 


How many thouſands have lived and died in the world. 


without enjoying any means of faith and ſalvation ! Hoy 
ſhall they believe on him, of whom they have not heard? 
( faith the Apoſtle, Roy. 10.44. ) Are there not many 
thouſands of the Savages,both inthe Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 
m this age (eſpecially in former ages) who never heard 
any thing of Chriſt or ſalvation ? Are there not many 
Infants of Heathens , that die before they are capable of 


knowing any thing that belongs to their ſalvation ? and 


can we think that God earneſtly defires the ſalvarign of 
all cheſe ro whom he denies all means of bringing them to 
ſalvation , and to ſome of them , all poſlibility of recei- 
ving benefic by the means , had they enjoyed them? Be. 
ſides, are there not many to whom God vouchſafes the 
outward means, and yet denies them the inward work 


and operation of his Spirit, without which he knows that - 


the outward means will be ineffetual? and can hehe 
ſaid earneſtly to defire the ſaivation of choſe ro! whom he 
denies ſaving grace, that great grace of Regeneration, 
without which it is not poſlible for any man to enter it- 
to his heavenly kingdom > Were it not a ridiculous thing 
for a King earneMly to deſire to beſtow a rich reward up 
on a blinde man,upon condition he'would read on a book; 
or a lame man, upon condition that he would run ſo many 
miles; or a dead man, upon condition that he would live, 
that he would ariſe and work? And is it not as ridiculous 
to ſay that God earneſtly deſires the ſalvation of ſuch 3s 


are inthe ſtate of corruption, dead in ſins and treſpaſſe, 


upon condition that they will repent and believe, it be 
ing asimpoſlible for unregenerare men to do theſe things, 
as for a blinde man to ſee, or a lame man to walk, to % 
dead man to work. Our Saviour ſaith , that »o man cy 
come to him unleſs the Father draw him, John 6. 44- To 
come to Chriſt is to believe, P/al. 35. and no man - 
0 
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onely doth this, but no man can do this, unleſs the Father 
draw him by the inward and effeRual working of his Spi- 
rit; how then can he be ſaid earneſtly to defire the falva- 
tion of thoſe whom he will never draw in this ſort ? 


15 


Obje&t. Againſt this Mr. P. objects, Thar when oxr m;vire 
Savior ſaith no man can come to him, it doth not fognifie thafP hilunt. 
it was impoſſible for them to believe , but onely that they did cp 4 


vot believe, as when he ſaith that the Son can do nothing of 
himſelf, Fohn 5. 19. it & ng more then if he ſaid he Aid nc- 
thing of himſelf, for God Froes ſufficient grace to every man 
in the world to believe if he will. 

_ Anſw. Is this ſufficient grace ſuch a grace whereby a 
man is regenerate and made a new creature , whereby he 
is born. again and bath a new life infaſed into him? if nor, 
how can a dead man perform the ations of life > how can 
one that lies dead in fins and treſpaſſes perform a princi- 
pal ation belonging to Spiritual Life , namely, come to 
Chriſt by true believing 2 The ApoRtle makes this belie- 
ving to be aneffet of that mighty power which wrought in 
Chriſt when God raiſed him trom the dead, Eph. 1.19,20. 
and therefore for the performing of this there negds nor 
onely ſufficient but effetual grace , ſuch a grace. as is 
wrought not onely by moral twaſion, bur by the mighty 


operation of God, Cv/. 2. 12. _ 


This DoArine of the conditional Decree derogates from 
the excellency and efficacy of Free Grace, which is the 


firſt fountain of all that good that is derived ro man : For: 


whereas the Scripture makes God and his Free Grace to 
be the firſt ons of making difference and ſeparation of 
one man from another, Who hath ſeparated thee (faith the 
Apoftle, ) and what haſt thou that thou haſt not received ? 
1 Cor. 4.7. this attributes it to man himſelf and his Free- 
will; for till man himſelf by the right motion of his will 
in believing and repenting , hath fulfilled the condition, 


' andfo made the ſeparation, there is no difference , ne nor 


ſo mech as in the minde and purpoſe of God, betwixt one 
man and another, egees equally affeRted to the fal- 
of vation 
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vation of all men alike, and when there comes to be a dif. 
ference, a man may ſay that it was made by the motion of 
his own will, be willingly receiving that which another 
wilfully reje&ted, when the other (by vertue of his ſuffici- 


ent'grace) had power to receive what was offered as well 


gs he : And though the Apoſtle in the former verſes had 
ſpoken of Miniſterial gifts, yetin this ſeventh verſe he 
peaks generally of all ſorts of. gifts, and the Argument 
holds: ftrongly from the leſler,co the greater , for if in 
common gifts, if in miniſterial giſts, ic be God that makes 
the difference betwixt one man and another , much more 
it is ſo in ſpecial graces that tend to eternal ſalvation. 
This Doctrine doth faſten ſuch a foreknowledge on 
God as cannot agree to him: ſuch a knowledge as hath no 
foundation , no certain obje& ; for before God cr 
the world , there was nothing without himſelf that could 
be the obje&R of his knowledge , and this doctrine denies 
that the obje& of it. was within himſelf , for it excludes 


- Adams fall, and all other ſinful ations from being within 


the compals of his will and decree, and ſo from being any 
way within himſelf ; whence then ſhall the knowledge of 
theſe things ariſe when they have no'being at all, neither 
within him nor without him ? ſo that the obje& of his 
knowledge mult be yr non-entity,a meer nothing; and 
whereas his knowledge being a moſt perfe& knowledge 
muſt have a moſt perfe& ground and foundation whence 
it ariſeth (namely his own bleſſed ſelf, and his moſt hely 
will and decree) by this means a meer »0-ens is made to 
be the'objet of his knowledge, and ſo in effeRhe is made 
to know nothing. | 
God knows himſelf with a moſt perfe&t knowledge, 
therefore he perfeaAly knows his own power , and this is 


the ground of his knowledge rerum poſſibilinm, of things | 


that poſlibly may be,he perfe&ly knows his own will, and 
this is the ground of his knowledge rerum futurarum, of 
things that certainly ſhall be. It is not Gods knowledge 
that gives a being to things , nor his. power , but it is his 

| | will 
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will that cauſeth him to put forth his power for the pro- 
ducing of them : ſo that not the knowledge of what he is 
able ro do, but of what he will do , is the ground of his 
foreknowledge of things. If the knowledge of his power 
did give being to things , then we ſhould have many 
worlds, for he knows that he is able to make many. 
Beſides, the fore-knowledge whereby God knows things 
isa dire knowledge whereby he knows himſelffirſt,and all 
thingsin and by himſelf, and that #0 intwirn , at oneand 
theſame inſtant : but'the knowledge and fore-ſight which 
this Docrine is faſtened on bim, is a kinde of reflex 
knowledge ſuch as is in us , whereby we look on things 
without us , and come to receive information from them, 
and to have a knowledge bred in us which was not before, 
whereby we come to know one thing after another, and 
ſo to have our knowledge daily increaſed ,, which in no 
ſort can agree to God who knows all things together and 
at once, and that in the moſt perfe&t maner from all eter- 
nity : ſo that when fore-\nowledge is attributed to God, 
this is onely reſpettu ebjeftorum , becauſe one thing comes 
to paſs after another , not becauſe he knows one thing af- 
ter another ; for it is a moſt true rule, That Deo omnia 
preſentia ſunt in ſua aternitate,etiam preterita & futura , 
a5he is God from everlaſting to everlaſting, P/a/. 90. ſo 
heis an all-knowing God from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
and that without any variation, his knowledge not really 
dffering from himſelf. 
of ſome, and juſt Condemnation of others, be laſt in exe- 
cution., then they were firtt in intention, and therefore 
before the foreſight of '{in. , This is an Argument often 
utged by Dr. Twiſ7, to ſhew the incongruity of the Con- 
ditional Decree,whereby the foreſight of ſomething done 


i'time , is Fs before that which was before all time, 


be aſhamed of , and with much confidence tells us he will 
y C dC- 


"Laſtly , If the glory of God by the merciful Salvation 47g” ent 
I Zo 


nately, Gods everlaſting Decree. This indeed Mr. P Vi- cp, x. 
ſifies; as that which raw Sophiſters in the Schools woul1 P.ge 47. 
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demonſtrate this Rule to be falſe , when ever it ſhall}; 
required of him. To which we may anſwer with as mu 
confidence, Let him doit if he can. Let him demonſtrat 
ifhe can that this old Maxim in Logick. ( 20d primym 
in intentione, ultimum eft in executione ) is falſe , if rightly 
underſtood , if underſtood as Dr. 7 wi/s underſtands and 
applies it, namely, De finibus ultimis non intermediiy,u 
it is taken in this Argument. That Doctors known $killy 


arguing, deſerved a more modeſt cenſure at his hands, 4; Þ 


for the Inſtance he brings to diſprove this Maxim,we hl 
not wrong it to fay it is ridiculous; For ( faith he)hetha 
firſt intends to take ſhip at Dover , and after ſay] iny 
France, muſt by this Argument firſt ſay] into France, an 
afterwards take ſhip at Dover: Cujus contrarium verun 
ef, for is not the journey into France the firſt thing her 
intended , and in order to that to take ſhip at Dover ? [f 
Mr. P. hath no ſtronger demonſtrations then theſe, 

will not much daunt his Oppoſites ; but over-much cop 


fidence may ſometimes dazle the eyes of thoſe whoar | 


quickeſt ſighted. 

But to addea little more ſtrength to this Argument, 
Mr. P. doth not deny that God doth permit ſin; ifte 
doth permit ſin to be , he doth not permit it againſthi 
will; and if he wills to permit it, what reaſon can þ! 
brought why he ſhould will to permit it, but that hereby 
he might makeway forthe manifeſtationof the gloryofhis 
mercy in the merciful Salvation of ſome , and of hisj- 
ſtice in the juſt Damnation of others (neither of which 
could have been done if fin had never been )therefore both 
theſe mult needs be determined before the permiſsion of 
ſin, without which there could be no foreſight of it, for 
how was it poſsible for God to foreſee that fin ſhould be, 
before he willed to permit that ſin might be ? 

Thus we have done with confirmation of the poſitive 
Truth, it follows now that we endeavour to give ſome 
fatfsfaction to thoſe difficulties that are objetted again ja 
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Anſwers to ſuch ObjeFions as are trought againſt 
\.. +, Gods Abſolute Decree. | 


Efore we come to give anſwer to the particular Ob- 
B jetions, theſe things may be propounded in general 
ip way of Anſwer. | 

1, It is very agreeable to right reaſon, that God being 
a moſt free, abſolute and omnipotent Agent, he might de- 
ſign the creatures that were of his awn making to what 
ends himſelf pleaſed , without giving account to any. why 
defirkes ſtrive againſt him, for be doth uot give account of his 
warrens? Job 33.15. It was in his power and his own 
chaice, whether he would make them or not make them, 
and when be did make them , he made them for his 55@n 
glory, Prov. 16, 4. therefore he might 2Zpoint them to 
ſuch ends as ſhould make moſt for his glory. 

2. That which the Scriptore plainly, clearly and poſi- 
tively aſſertech that God doth, we ought not to deny thar 
he doth it, chough we cannot diſcern the maner how he 
doth it. - It rather beſeems us humbly to acknowledge our 
ignorance in apprehending the maner of his working, then 
to deny any of his works , then to der;y that he worketh 
all things according to the good pleaſure of his will, or to 
deny that a ſparrow falls not to the ground , or an hair 
from our head without the will of the Father , or that he 
worketh moſt determinately, certainly-and infallibly in the 
various and mutable motions of mans will: yea, moſt ho- 
ly, juſtly and righteouſly in thoſe very aRtions, wherein 
man works moſt perverſly, unjuſtly and unrighceouſly, 
how elſe can it be ſaid when 7oſephs brethren ſold him in- 
to Egype out of envy,that God ſent a man before? &c. ard 
vwhen David numbred the people, it is ſaid not onely that 
Satan ſtood againft 7/-ac/, and provoked David to num- 
berthe people,1 Chr.21.1.but that the Lord moved David 
againſt thew, in that he ſaid, Go number Iracl,2 Sam.24- 1. 
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Enchirid- iro & ineffabils modo, id non fit preter voluntatem De, 
ad Laurel. a0d fir contra voluntatem ejus (ſaith Auſtin.) 
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3. The ſum of what Mr. P. or any of his predeceſſor 
in this Controverſie about Gods abſolute Decree hath 
objeRted againſt it', is included in that which the Apoſtlk 
objects againſt himſelf, ſpeaking of this ſubjeft, Rom.g.1 
Ts God unjuſt ? and who hath reſiſted his Will? Which he 
anſwers with an Abſiz,and, On tu e5?God forbid that they 
ſhould be .any unrighteouſneſs in him, and, Who art thy, 
O man, that pleadeſt with God ? ———— no otheray 
ſwer but this , whereby he gives a ſharp check to themp 
lepert boldneſs and audacious inſolence of thoſe that ſhall 
dare thus to quarrel with their Creator, as if the-ſhearl 
ſhould ſtrive with the -Potrer ; And if we ſhould gie 
no other anſwer but this ( having the great Apoſtle for 
our Ez2mPle) it might ſuffice. But for further ſatisfadi. 
on, We hall enceayor to give a particular anſwer jo the 
particular objections , that it may appear we deſire nt 
to __ any thing that carries with it any weight «f 
rrath. 

ObjeR. 1, The firſt and principal Objeltion againſt th 
Dofrine of the abſolute Decree, ws, That it wakes Goth 
be the Author of ſin : For if in the firft place be decreesh 
glorifie bis fuſtice in. the juſt condemnation of ſome men 

(which xs the decree of Reprobation) then it follows , thi 
in order to this, he muſt decree the per miſſiin of ſin , with 
out which there can be no juſt condemnation ; and if he + 
crees the being of ſin, then he 5 the author of it. 

Anſw. For anſwer , It cannot be denied that Gol 
doth permit ſin ; for if he d1d not permit it, he could e&& 
lily won it ; ſo that without his permiſlion , ſin coull 
not be. 

2. If hedoth permit it , he hath decreed to permit it 
for he works by counſel , and what he doth in time; he 
hath determined before all time: And the Scripture 
Plain , that God decrees thoſe ations , which when me 
do, they do very ſinfully. What worſe aRion then the 
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cracifying of Chrift ? yet it is ſaid, he was delivered by 
the deter minare connſel ard foreknowleage of God, Acts 2. 
23. here 1s not onely knowledge , but a determination 
of the thing to be done. And itis ſaid, That Herod, P+ 
lat and the Bows , did that to Chriſt when they - crucified 
him, which rhe hand of Ged and his Counſel had determined 
befare to be done, cap. 4.27, 28. Belides, if God doth 
permit ſin, he doth willingly permit it, otherwiſe it ſhould 
come to paſs whether he will or nor, and ſo he ſhould nor. ,.. 1 
be omnipotent. N3bil fit (fairh Auſtin) ifs qued. omni- (;, bn” 
porens fieri velit, wel ipſe faciendo, vel ab alius fiert permit= : 
rendos t Sm 
2. But though God hath decreed that ſin ſhall be, and 

therefore: hath decreed to permit it , without which it 

could not be; yet it doth not follow that he is the Au- 

thor of it. 

_ Object. Bur if he hath willed and decreed it , - decree JO 

14 an exergetical operative dceree , therefore he hath ſome , we 
hand in working and effetting of it, as Calvin, Piſcator and jy, f 
ethers teach, who are for the abſolute decree. Negari non. &.17. 
poteſt, illum aliquo modo procurare negotium, cujus con- 

ſilio & decreto negotium geritur , /a:zth Piſcator. And if 

hu decree be operative, (o as he hath any hand at all is the 

working of it, then he muſt needs be the eAuthor of it. 

Anſw. For anſwer of this , Two things are to be clear- 
ed: 1. That Gods permiſtion is not ſuch a bare permif- 
{ion as is without all action and operation. 

2. That though his permiſlion be accompanied with 
ſome kinde of operation, yet he is no author of evil. 

That Gods permiſſion of {in is accompanied with ſome Argument 
kinde of operation, appears , Becauſe when he permirs 2: 
ſin, he doth volens permitrere , he doth willingly permic 
it, elſeit ſhould be againſt his will , which cannot be (as : 
was ſhewed) If he doth willingly permit it , then there is # uguſt in 
ſome act of his will about it : Dex permittic ( faith Au- CLOS. 
fin ) aut volens, aut nolens & invitus; non certe invitus, ca p.30G, 
quia id efſet cam triſtitia, & potentia ſe majorem haberer; 
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| volems per mittit, eft genus quoddam voluntatis. Here Ay. 
ſtin grants that God path ſome kinde of will in the per. 
miſtion of ſin, if any kinde of wil}, this muſt needs be 1 
perfect will, for no imperfect will agrees to God, whois 
perfection it ſelf : And how can he be ſaid to will any 
thing without any act of his will ? 


eArgumens Scripture-expreſlions do conſtantly. hold forth- Gody 


maner of working in ſin, by way of action : It doth ng 
fay that God ſuffered foſephs brethren to ſell himintg 


Egypt, but that-God- /ent him. 1t was not you that ſent m: ; 


hither , but Gcd. Gen. 45. 8. It doth not ſay that God 
ſuffered Pharavh to harden his own heart , but that Gu 
hardxed it, Exod. 9. 12. That he ſuffered the Canaanits 
ro harden their hearts againſt ' Z/ae/ ; but it was of tle 
Lord that they ſhould harden their hearts agaipſt them, that 
he might deſtroy them. Joſh. 11. 20. Thar he ſuffered 46, 
ſolom to defile his farhers concubines , but he tells David 
What thoz haſt done in ſecret, I will doin the ſight of thu 
Sun, 2 Sam. 12. 12.-Soitisfaid, that God bade Shimi 
curſe David. That he bade the evil ſpirit go and decei 


Ahab, 1 King. 29. 22. Go forth and do to. feb faith | 


that God had taken away hy cattel, when the Caldeansand 
Sabeans took them away. Feb. 1. The Prophet complain 
that the Lord had hardned their hearts againſt his fear, 


Iſa. 63. 13. It is ſaid , that the Lord tarned the hearrs if | 


the Egyptians to hate has people, Pal. 105. 35. Thatwhen 
the taiſe Prophet was deceived , he had deceived them, 
Ezek. 14. 9. | hat he gave wp the Gentiles to vile luſt. 
Rom, 1. 26. That he ſwore the Fews with the ſpirit of ſlum 
ber , that they ſhould not ſee with their eyes, nor hear 
with their ears. Roms. 11. 8,9. That he would ſend to thi 
that loved nor the truth , ſtrong deluſions , that they fhould 
believe lies. 2 Thel. 2.10, 11. That God pat 5nto the heart; 
of the tem Kings , to give their power to the beaſt, Rev.1) 
17. and many other like places there are that ſpeak in the 


ſame kinde of language. Now can we think that when 
the Scripture doth in ſo many places, and ſo conſtantly 


ſet forth the maner of Gods working inſin,! 4 ſuch pe 
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ſions as denote action, and very ſeldom (if at all) as fig- 
nifie a bare permiſſion onely , as that inthe ſelling of 70- 
ſeph into Egypr , tn Pharaohs refuling to: let the people 
90, and the reſt before named , God ſhould exerciſe a 
[44 rmiſsion. onely', without any action, that he'' 
ſkould ſit ſtill as a Spectator withour doing any thing: 
at all, 


Object. To theſe places Mr. P, anſwereth , That by 4 Cay. 4. 
common Hebraiſm, verbs ative in ſound, are cuely permiſe pag. 4% 


fre in ſugnification. | 

Anſw. This indeed he dictates, but be doth not demon- 
ſtrace, nor bring the leaſt patch of an Argument to prove 
it, neither will all his $kill in the Hebrew , enable him to 
doit; and may he not by this ſhift eyade the cleareſt and 
krongeſt Scriptures that are brought againſt him , by tel- 
ling us that they ſignifie quite another thing then the na» 
ture of the words do import, if we will believe him ? 

2, Why may we not then interpret other Scriptures in 
the like maner , where the like expreſtions are uſed ; as 
when the Lord faith, 1 form the light and create darkneſs, 
Imakg peace , and create evil. Ia. 45.7. 1 have made the 
earth, and created man pon it, my hands ſpread out the 
beqvens.. Pſal. 12. Why may we not by Mr. P. his He. 
braiſms, interpret theſe verbs that areactive in ſound, to 
be permiſcive onely in ſignification , and ſay that God 
bath permitted light and darkneſs to be created, and ſuf- 
ma the earth to be made ,. andthe heavens to be ſpread 
oute-- | | 

Object. But he further objects, That theſe expreſſions 
cannot be properly taken , therefore they do not denote any 
eltion but onely permiſſions | 

Anſw. Though they cannot be fo properly taken, as to 
fignifie that God worketh in the ſame maner in evil acti- 
ons, as hedoth in good , or as evil men themſelves do, 
yet neither ſo improperly as'to ſigniftx a. bare: permiſſion 
without any actionfat all , and though we be- nor able to- 
apprehend his ſecret and wonderful maner of. workingin. 

eVil 
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evil actions ; yet neither are we to deny that he hath an 

work at all in them, ſince himſelf doth fo often and fo ex 
preſly affirm it; though he doth it | wziro aneſſabili me. | = 
do (as Auſtin ſpeaks) yet we are not to deny the doing of 


it. And by thoſe former Scriptures mentioned, it may yo 
appear what little reaſon Mr. P. had to make ſuch a d 
mor againſt thoſe our Proteſtant Divines (ſome of which ws 
God uſed as principal inſtruments in advancing that gl = 
rious work of Reformation) as if they made God to he = 
the Author of ſin; when he knows that they poſitively = 


profeſſed, and ſome of them ſirongly proved the contrs 
ry.; and what exprefsions they ufed in this ſubject , were Þ 
but the ſame in effect with Scripture expreſsions,' yeanat |, 
altogether ſo high': Yet he labors, magno conary, to main. 


Ka rain this-charge againſt them , herein.complying with the Þ - 
' Papiſts'; ſo that Be/larmwine himſelf is not more eapet kill 
ww” and induſtrious in cartying on this charge againſt Calvis Ru 
Wo and Zsinglius , then he'isin carryingit on, both agant | 1; 
= theſe and many others', arraigning no leſs then twelvedf F | 
. them as guilty'of the great ſin of Blaſphemy, by makin | 
i418 God the Author of ſin, when they ſpeak but thevey | &, 
\x ſame things for ſubſtance which the Scripture ſpeaks about Þ et 
q. ir, as if it were his drift and deſign to make themail | © 
WL 5 their doctrine odious. - PO ro nl s 
W';. Argzncut That God hath ſome handin the acts of ſinful men, ap Þ ol 
a 3: pears, becauſe the Subſtratam or ſubject of ſin, name, ® MN, 
i. » the natural motion or action whererto ſin cleaves, is th Þ | 
IN 3 whereof heis the proper cauſe and efficient : rhereforeh: Þ hj 
SW: muſt needs have ſome efficiency in it. hs RC 
WH: 5K Object. Againſ this Mr. P. objects, That its aim Þ be 
| WIT: poſſible to ſeparate the wickedneſs of the aft , from the of Þ ar 
aw; - which is wicked, as to ſeparate roundne(s from the Glibr, Þ fr 
Wi. 1 Cap 4 : = to ſeparate ſinfulneſs from the ſin , as from the forful m 
| fk it 1 PIT 40>" otE; ; 57 ir 
WR Anſw. God is little beholding tohim for ſo denying M 
'l him to be the Author of the gvil that cleaves to the acti- A 
WL fl 1 ons of nature, as withall, to deny him to be the _— Fr 
; t 0 : 
i, 
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ſeparated from the Globe, and yet the matter ot it re- 
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ofNature, for maintaining his Purity, by denying his Om- 
niporency. : 

2. Doth not the Scripture tell us expreſly, that i» hin 
we live, move and have onr being? ActS 17.25. As heis the 
Author of our being, ſo alſo of all thoſe natural motions 
and actions that ariſe from our being ; as we cannot live 
without him , fo we cannot move without him. As we 
cannot move our hand or foot, ſo not our heart or tongue 
without him. Omnes cauſe ſecunde ficut dependent a Deo 
in eſſe, ita dependent ab eo in operars: 

3, Was not Natures work the ſame in Adam, when he 
ate the forbidden fruit as when he did his neceſſary food, 
andin David which is his own inſtance) when he lay with 
Bathſheba, as when he lay with his tawful wife ? in an Bxe- 
cutioner. when he murdets a man our of malice, as when he 
kills aman by the command of the Magiſtrate? Ir is a true 
Rule, That Dews agit 3# peccato , non tanquam cauſa mor a- 
luſed tanquam cauſa natural. 

4. Every new action and motion is a new entity , now 
all entitiesand befngs are from the firſt being, and fo far 


bo, 


forth they are good. Jp/am quantulumcungue eſſe bonung De Vera 


eſt (faith Aſtin) quia ſummum tſſe eſt ſummum bonum : Relig. £4, 


the ſmalleſt being of all is good , becauſe the chiefeſt or 
oreateſt being is the greateſt good. If M. P. will have any 
natural act (qx4a aus) not to proceed from the God of 
Nature, he will have a creature without a Creator. 

5- Doth not Mr. P. by this Doctrine, juſtly contra on 
himſelf that guilt which he unjuſtly chargeth upon others, 
namely, of making God the Author of Sin? for if God 
be the Author of all natural ations (as hath been proved) 
and it be impoſſible ( as-he teacheth ) to ſeparate the tin 
from the aRion ,-then he that is the Author of the action, 
muit needs be Author of the ſin alſo which is unſeparable 


irom it. But I ſuppoſe he is not ſo dull-ſighred , bur if he 


pleaſed he could eaſily diſcern a difference between the 
aQion and the evil quality'of it. The roundnefs may be 


main 


eArgumelt 
4+ 


Argument 
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main till when it is put into another form. There are mu}, 
titudes of ations wherein Natures work is the very ſame, 
whereof though ſome of them be evil , yet others of then 
may be without any evil at all. | 

So far as Sin makes for the glory of God, ſo far he may 
both will and work it , for if he neither intends it , nor 
hath any hand ar all in effeQting it , how ſhall it make for 
his glorv 2 there muſt be a cauſe that brings forth this 
eff, the ſinner himſelf intends it rot, nor works to any 
ſuch end, but rather the contrary : therefore it muſt be the 
ſecret wiſdom and wonderful working of God thar bri 
forth this effeRt ; and how can he intend to have gory by 
ſuch or ſuch an ation, and never intend the aQtion it 
ſelf.? | ” 

If God onely permits, but neither intends nor hath aty 
hand at all in the ſinful ations of men, then he is amerr 


' ſpeRator andidle beholder of all the ations of men inthe 


world when ever they do evil. For if a man ſtands and 
ſees a thing to be done, which he neither witls to be done, 
nor not to bedone, bur leaves it to others to do' asthey 
pleaſe , without having any hand at allin it, neither help. 
1g nor hindring, is he nor an idle ſpeRator ? and if God 
carries himſelf in this ſort in regard of the ſinful ations of 
men, what ſhall become of his providence whereby he rs 
leth the world, ſince the greateſt number of aRions done 
in the world are ſinful aRions ? 
ObjeR. Mr. P. thinks to ſhift himſelf from this Arp! 


ment by telling us , That God deth wiſely order and diſpoſe 


of fin after the committing of it, but doth not determine thit 
it ſhall be done, or hath any hand in the doing. 

Anſw. Bat then ill it follows, that he ſtands as a met 
ſpeRator in regard of the greateſt part of aRjons thature 
done inthe world ; for all the while they are in ating he 
doth nothing at all about them, onely afterwards heor- 
ders them to the beſt advantage. But how can this ſtand 
with the Ai-wiſe and All.working Providence of God 


(without which a ſparrow falls not to the ground) _ » 1 
| | per 
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ſhould ſtand looking on whiles the greateſt part of ations 
are done in the world, and many of them of greateſt con- 
ſequence , and determine nor do any thing while they be 
doneand paſt, onely afterwards imploy his wiſdom in or- 
dering of them? For (to inſtance in ſome of qur former 
examples) how can we think that when [oſeph was ſold in- 
to Egypt, God had no hand in it, though his brethren did 
it out of envy and hatred againſt. him, when he tells them 
that God ſent him before to preſerve them and thei r poſte= 
rity alive, apd to ſave them by a great deliverance ; yea in 
them the whole Charch af God which was included in F.4- 
cobs family ? yea why ſhould he repeat ir again , faying, 
Tou ſent me not hither, but God ſent me, Gen. 45.7, 12. it 
Gad had not any hand at all in his ſending thither, yea, if 
he had not the chief hand > How can we' think that God 
had no hand in Pharavhs oppreſiion of the Iſraelites, when 
he had determined it, and foretold it many years before, 
Gen. 15.13, 16, or that he had no hand in his obſtinate 
refuſal wo. let them go (having received an (expreſs com- 
mand from God to do it ) when it1s ſaid that the Lord 
hardned Pharaohs heart chat he would not let them go, Ex0- 
dus 10..27. yea, that he raiſed hin up for this purpoſe, that 
he might ſhew his power «pon him? cap. 9.-16, How can we 
think that the defeRtion of the ten Tubes from the Houſe 
of David (which is called-Rebeltion, 1 Kings 12.19.)-was 
ſuch a thing as God had no hand in , when as he told -7- 
reboam by.his prophet that he would rent the kingdom out 
of the hand of Solomon, and give ren Tribes of it to him! 
cap: IT. 31, "Can we think that *God had no band in the 
deſtruftion of Samaria, and carrying away the ten Tribes 
by the king of Aſſria, when he calls the Aſſyrian his roo, 
and the ſtaff of his indignation , and that he would [end him 
Againſt an hypocritical nation, againſt the people of his wrath, 
.and would give him a charge to take the ſpoil and prey; how- 
beit he did not mean ſo," neither did he think. (a (namely to 
do Ggds work, but his own) but he rhought ro deſtroy 414 
(ht off nations not a few? Ifa. 10. 6,7. Can we think thas 
D 2 all 
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all the ftrange changes and alterations that have been ig 
Kingdoms and States, whereby the Government and Ds. 
minion hath been devolved from one hand to another 
(which ſeldom hath been done without much violence and 
wrong , yea without Treacheries , Murthers and Blood: 
ſhed) were ſuch things wherein God had no hand, when 
it is ſaid that he doth theſe things , ro the intent that mey 
way know that the moſt High hath power over the Kingdony 
of men, and giveth them ro whom he Will, Dan. 4. 14. Can 
we think that the ſtrange commotions and ſhakings that 


of late have been amongſt our ſelves, whereby the whole 


frame of Government, both in Church and State, is 
changed from whatit was, are ſuch things as God hath 
had no hand in? Certainly this were to make God a ve 
ry weak and impotent, or a very remiſs and careleſs Gy 
vernor of the World , if he ſhould ſtand ſtill looking 0 
while theſe things were.iin doing , and onely exerciſe his 
wiſdom, inordering them afterwards. 

Obje&. But it is further objeted , That God hates al 
fin, and therefore can have no hand at all , either in Willing 
er effeting of it: for no man will have any hand in doing whe 
be hates. 

Anſw. Though he hates it, yet he permits it, ( as 
Sranted by all) and why doth he permit it, but becauſe 
he can get himſelf glory by it? and fo far as it makes for 
his glory , he may both will it, and have ſome kinde of 
hand in working it : Though fin be in it ſelf evil, yetit 
may have ſome reſpeR of good, becauſe it may be ak an 
occaſion of good. For the ruleis true, Malum eft in 
bono tanquam in ſubjefto, and attus peccati in foe ent 
bonus eftin geuere moris malus. Hence Auſtin ſaith , that 
Duamvs que mala ſunt , in quantum mala ſunt , nonſun 
bona, - tamen ut nou ſolum bona, ſed etiam mala ſint, bouun 
eft. Although evil things be-not good, ſo far as the) 
are evil , yet it s good that not onely good things ſhow 
be, but evil things alſo. "2s | 


4 8% Iris granted by all , that God puniſherh one fin with 


another; 


Deen in 
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another; as becauſe men received not the love of the 
truth, he gave them up to ſtrong deluſions, 2 The. 2. 10. 
Now puniſhment is more then a bare permiſſion : It were 
ridiculous to ſay , that,a Judge one]y.permitteth,a Male- 
faRor to be arraigned, condemned and executed. 
Thus I hope we have cleared the firſt thing propounded, 
namely, That Gods permiſſion is not ſuch an empty. idle 
rmiſlion,as is accompanied with no aCtion nor operation 
atalf. Ir follows now to ſhew , that though it, be an 
operative  permiſsjon , yet he is not the Author of the 
evil permitted and committed , but when be'works in the 
ſame aRion with wicked men, what, they do wickedly and 
unjuſtly, he doth moſt holily , juſtly andrighteoully. 

That the truth of this may appear, it will ;be needful 
to look into the maner.of Gods working in evil ations of 
men. This, though'it be done ip a wonderful and ineffa- 
ble maner , yet ſo much may be diſcerned of it , as may 
ſerve to ſatisfie ſober mindes, and to clear God from all 
juſt imputation of any impurity or unholineſs. 

This in general may be ſufficient to clear him from all 
ſuch imputations, becauſe all thoſe things that proceed 
from him , whence evil minded men take any occaſion to 
be ſtirred up to evil, do .in their own nature. tend to 
good., and are occafions of evil onely by accident, as the 
ſhining of the Sun may make weak eyes ſee worſe then 
before: So that he. cannot be ſaid co, be the Author of 
any evil , becauſe he is never cauſa per /e , but onely per 
accidexs , of any evil that falls out upon occaſion of ary 
thing.that he doth. All his diſpenſacions towards man, 
doalways intheirown nature tepd to good,,. and. theevil 
that doth occafionally reſult frock m.is ,, preter {copum 
pers, beſides the ſcope of tlie. work that.he doth.. When 
a Phyſitian preſcribes to his: Patient wholſome(Phylſick,. 


and ſuch as.isin it ſelf fit for cure of his mialady, and molt 
Proper for his diſeaſe, if this-meets with ſome malignant 
humor in his, body,, whereby it occaſions greater ſicknels, 


yea the death of the Patient , the Phyſitian a” - 
| | ai 
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faid to be the author of his ſickneſs or death , becanſe | 


what he adminiſtred was to preſerve health and life, an 


chat it wrought another effe&, was onely by accident; | 
it is in this cafe betwixt God and finful men, The tw þ 
of this will more plainly appear , if we look into the px. | 


ticulars. There are two,ways eſpecially , whereby Gy 


may be ſaid tq adminiſter, occaſion of ſinning, and ſoy | 
have ſome kinde of hand init, namely, by his word, an Þ 


by his works. 


1. For thg word of 'God , wicked men may ſometime Þ 
take occaſion from that, to'become more-finful. Th F 


Apoſtle ſhews expreſly, that the Law of God hath ane 


ficacy im irritating and ſtirring: the corruption of may Þ 


nature : For he laith', that ſz» took occaſion by the tm 


mind, and wrought inhim all maner of concupiſcence, ul Þ 


fin taking occaſron by the command, "deceived him, Rom.7. 


11. andthat, when we were 4n the fleſh, the motions of 


which Were by the Law, did work in our members, Vet, 
That the Law hath an efficacy in ſtirring np ſinful mov 


ons, and in working in us all maner of concupiſcence, s Þ 


Plain by theſe exprefsons of the Apoſtle. 


Bueſe. If it be asked, how the Law of God, thatish» Þ 


ly, juſt and good, can'be any occaſton'of evil ; 


 Asſw. The anſweris, That it ariſeth from the cons Þ 
riety that is betwixt Gods holy Law, and mans corny 


heart. ' Itisatroe rule, that contr ara juxta {e poſitane 
£45 eluceſtunt : when ccontraries are-put "together ,/thir 


Cnnery doth moreappear. When fire and water Þ 
iſtance, the contrariery of their natures dll Þ 


kept at a 
not muth appear ; but put them together, and'thently 
fight one with another ,* till the ſtronger harh overcont 


'the weaker. There is nothing more holy then the ls | 


of God , being the perfetrnle of all righteouſnel(s al 

holineſs ; rhere is nothitng more corrupt then rhe heit 

of man, being the ſear-and ſink of allfilchineſs andpol 

tion, far. 15; 19; Therefore the mote Gioſe this hw 

Law of Go beapplyed to the corrupt heart of men, @ 
| mo 
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more the innate corruption of ir is irritated and ſtirred 
up. We ſee this in the example of Pharaoh , the more 
ſtrongly the command was preſſed upon him , rouching 
letting the Iſraelites go , the more ſtrongly did his rebel- 
lious will riſe up againſt it : We may ſee this in the ordi-. 
nary carriage of wicked men, * let a proud profane 
{wearer or filthyſpeaker be rebuked for their ill language, 
the more they will exceed in this kinde : Look as when a 
fiream is ſtopr, it riſeth higher , chough no more water 
be added to it- ſo it is with thoſe who are wilfally wicked, 
when they are ſtopt in the courſe of their wickedneſs. 
Many other inſtances might be brought to make it appear, 
that the good word of God accidentally. doch flir up the 
corruption that is in, mens wicked hearts. . When our Sa- 
vior Chriſt preached to the Jews , the Phariſ-es were fil- 
kd with wrath againſt him , Lake 4. 28. When Sr-phen 

reached unto them, they- gnaſhed their teeth againſt 
thy Aft; 7. 54. Chriſts Preaching and Srephens Preach- 
ing, had an efficiency in ſtirring up the anger and wrath 
of their hearers , they were accidental cauſes of. it, but 
no faulty cauſes, they cannot be ſaid ro be the Authors of 
their anger, though their Preaching occaſioned it. So ir 
is when ever the good word of God doth ſtir up evil af- 
feQions in the hearts of wicked men, neither he nor his 
wordare the Authors of that evil: FG 7 

The Apoſtle faith , that The Law Worketh wrath , 
Rom. 4. 15. It worketh wrath no otherwiſe then ic work- 
eh fin, , namely , by accident; for it was the end and 
ſcope of the Law , to keep men from inning , and fo to 
keepthem from wrath: now as the Law-works.it,, God 
works it ,. for the Law is Gods inſtrument, ,and*as the 
Law cannot be ſaid to be the Author of fin (though ir 
doth accidentally ſtir corruption} no more. can God. be: . 
fid to be the Author of it: 2 | 
. Yea, not onely the Law, but the Goſpel may be an oc- 
calion of increaſing mans ſin ,, for Chriſt tells che Jews, 
that if they bad been blinde, they had had no ſin, but be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe th*y ſaid they ard ſee , — their ſin remain | 


John 9. 41. and, The « the condemnation of the worll 


that light #5 come into the world, and men loved darkn! | 


more then light , John 3.19. So that the ſhining of the 


light of the Goſpel,may occaſion an increaſe both of mer; 
ſin and condemnation , and yet be no faulty caſe of it. Þ 
In this ſenſe alſo Chriſt faith of himſelf, that He camew | 
ro ſend peace, but the ſword , that he came ts ſet a mana Þþ 
variacne againſt bis father , andthe daughter again} th Þþ 
mother, Mat. 10. 34, 35. That he came to fer fre on th | 


earth, Luke 12. 49. Will Mr. P. tell us here, that Chri 


came onely to ſuffer thoſe fiery perſecutions that wer: Þ 
ſtirred up in the world 'by the Preaching of the Goſpe, Þ 
. or thoſe enmities that were ſtirred up betwixt neareſtt» F 
lations, upon occaſion of it ; or that Chriſt was the lv Þ 


thor of theſe perſecutions and enmities , and of thok 
ſtirs and troubles that were raiſed up in the world , wha 


he cauſed his Kingdom to be ſet up; or that the Apoltls Þ 
were the Authors of thoſe diviſions 'and tumults whit F 
were ſtirred up at Epheſus and other places., by occaſin F 
of their Preaching, As 19. 23. and that they werets F 
ly charged by their adverſaries, to be /xbverters of th Þ 


ſtate of the world? ARs 17.6, yet upon the very lit 
ground doth he charge many Orthodox Divines to male 


God tobethe Author of ſin, becauſe they teach that hehal Þ 
ſome kinde of efficiency init , by adminiftring occaſion, 
as the Preaching of the Apoſtles was the occaſion of thet Þ 
tumults, when as all the occaſions that he admuniſtes, Þ 


rend to good,, as the Apbſtles Preaching did. 


2. God may be ſaid ſometimes to adminiſter occaſios Þ 


of ſinning by his works: As 1. by his works of mercy, 
canſe ſentence againſt an evil work 15 nos ſpeedily execytth 


therefore the hearts of the ſuns of men are fully ſet todo, Þ 


Eccleſ.8.11.T heſethings thou haſt done. and 1 was ſilent, 
thou thoughteſt that 1 was ſuch an'one us thy ſelf,Pſal.5041 
IVhen Jeſhurun waxed fat, he kicked the heel, Deut. 321) 
1he bouncifulneſs, goodneſs and long-ſuffering of _ 


4 R «AY | = 0 0 


Aa ww OW. oo £ © 2a; oo hou ow 


a tas a ww tw i i nd 4 <w©<<a ac ao wk cw os U = , -; © 


aan anS Kao rt. oui' 


emaine] 
} 
we world 


| darn; 
8 of the 


1 of mens | 
e of it; 
Came mt: © 
a mang | 
aint th | 


reonth Þ 


hehat Þ 
caſio, Þ 
of thet 
iniſter, Þ 
caſio 
cy,Þr 


ecatth, 


dorvi, 


nt, 
50.21. 
32.15; 


30d 00 
u 


of Gods abſolute Decree. 


in their own nature lead to repentance , yet here they are 
made occaſions of ſinning. | 

2. As the works of his mercy, ſo of his juftice,are ſome- 
times made occaſions of ſinning, When God led his peo- 
pſt through the wilderneſs , he ſuffered chem ſomerimes 
to want water, otherwhile ro want fleſh for their food : 
and this was to humble them and prove them, that he might 
do them good in their latter end, Deut. 8. 2. But the bad 
ones amongſt them hence took occaſion to murmure and 
to open their mouthes againſt God. When the Lord 
pours out the vials of his wrath upon the followers of the 
beaſt , hence: they take occaſion to &/aſpheme the God of 
heaven for'their pains and ſores , and repented not of theur 
works, Rev. 16. 9, IT. 

3. The works of Gods Providence are ſometimes alſs 
made occaſions of ſinning : it was the work of Gods pow- 
er and providence that made the Iſraelites multiply ſo ex- 
ceedingly in Egype , which ſhould have made Pharaeh fo 
much more to reſpet them, yet hence he takes occaſion 
to oppreſs them. It was a work of providence that 
brought David to Ahimelcch the prieft tor relief in his 
flight, at ſuch a time as Doeg the Edomite was there : this 
might have ſtirred him up to ſuccour , atleaſt to pity Da- 
vidin his diftreſs , but hence he cook occaſion by his falſe 
ſlanders, to ſtir up Sax/ to murther all che Lords Prieſts 
at Nob, 1 Sam. 23.18. It was a work of providence that 
brought the wiſe men to. Fer»/alem , to enquire after the 
king of the Jews that: was then born, yet hence Herod 
takes occaſion to ſeek to kill Chriſt , and rather then fail, 
to kill all the male-children that were in Beth/ehexs , and 
inthe region round about, that were two years old and 
under, at. 2.16. 

Thus we ſee that God by the works both of his Mercy, 
Juſtice and Providence, may adminifter occaſions of evil 
to evil minded men, now ſhall we ſay that he is therefore 


' the Author of the evil which they do , when all theſe oc- 


caſions are ſuch things as do in their own nature tend te 
| E cood, 
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$00d, and by accident onely are made occaſion of evil, 

Queſt. But how zs it poſiible that God and man ſpouli 
work together im the (ame ation, and the one be blame-miyr 

thy and the other blameleſs ? 

Anſw. Becauſe they differ both in the ground, maner 
and end of their working. 1. They differ in the gronnd; 
the ground of Gods working is the counſel of his ow 
will, Eph. 1. 11. which is always moſt holy and juſt : the 
ground of wicked mens ations is the motion of their ow 
wicked wills, they ſeek to fulfil the will of the fleſh and of 
their mindes, Eph. 2. 3. intheir evil ations they do thx 
which is contrary to the revealed will of God (and his fe. 
cret will they know not ) if they do the ſamethings tha 
God wills, yet not becauſe he wills them , but upon ſome 
other grounds. When fo/ephs brethren ſold him into F. 
Fypt , they did it out of envy again him, but God did 
it out of love to him and his father 7acob, and his whole 
family. 

2, The difter in the maner of their working ; for in ſin- 
ful ations God works with wicked men not asa mor 
cauſe, but a natural cauſe onely : he doth no where con- 
mand,counſel or perſwade men to do evil, but altogether 
the contrary ; and when they do evil, they are carried on 
by the dictate of their depraved judgements , and ſwayof 
their own corrupt wills and difordered affections. God 
being the Author of Nature, it belongs to him to uphold 
the creature in all its natural motions and actions; and he 
moves the creatures with a motion agreeable to their ſe 
yeral natures, both irrational and rational creatures, 
When he moves good men that are guided by his Spirit, 
they work according to their natures, when he moves bad 
men, they alſo work according to their natures, and this 
without any iniquity or injuſtice inGod ; for of thene 
tural motion he 1s the Author and proper Cauſe, of the 
oblſiquity of it, he is onely an accidental caufe, and there- 
fore not the Author. 

3. They ditfer in the end;for the end of all Gods ations 
| is 
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is himſelf and his own glory, Prov. 16. 4. but wicked 
men aim at themſelves, at their own glory, or ſome other 
baſe reſpe& of their own. Is not this great Babel which 1 
have built for the honor of my Majeſty? ( ſaith that proud 
King, Du». 4. 27.) When the High Prieſts and Elders de- 
livered up Chriſt to be crucified, they did it out of envy 
and hatred againſt him, to the end they might be rid of 
him ; but God did it outof love, that by this means all 
his ele&t might come to be ſaved out of their loſt condi- 
tion. | 
ObjeR. 2.- A ſecond principal Objection brought a- 
gainſt Gods abſolute Decree, is, That it infers a neceſſity 
of inning, and ſo frees man from all blame in all his ſinful 
+” any Noor what God hath decreed muſt neceſſarily come 
zopaſs. This Mr. P. often urgeth, couching at it almoſt in 
every other page, and making us to ſay that men ſhall fin 
of neceſſity, do what they can to the contrary. 

Anſw. 1. If Mr. P. had pleaſed to ſtoop ſfolow as to 
take notice of that diſtinftion uſually given by our Di- 
vines betwixt neceſſiras abſolata & hypothetica, or (which is 
the fame ) necefſiras conſequents vel cauſe, + neceſritas 
conſequentie , he might have been convinced of the weak- 
neſs of this Objection, and of the falſeneſs of that impu- 
tation which thereby he ſeeks to faſten on us. 

2. It hath been already proved to him, that Gods De- 
cree doth no whit infringe the liberty of mans will,or take 
away the contingency of the ſecond cauſes ; to which he 
hath given no anſwer. 

' 3. If he hath forgotten, or will take no notice of what 
was ſpoken of this ſubje&, in the Obſervations which 
Mr. Barly prefixed before his Book, the ſame things ſhall 
be told him again with ſome addition. 

- That the Will and Decree of God doth not violate the 
liberty of mans will, may appear upon theſe following 
Srounds : | 22 

. Chriſts death was decreed, for he was delivered by the 
determinate counſel of God, Acts 2. 23. yet ke died moſt 
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freely, for he ſaith that he /aid down hes life, when no war 
had power to take it from him, John 10. 17,18. Beſides, if 
Chrifts death had not been voluntary, it had not been 
meritorious; if it had not been an a of moſt free and 
perfeR obedience, it could have merited no reward at the 
hands of God, either for himſelf or us. 

The firm ſtanding of the good Angels is a free a&, they 
are not enforced to it, yet this was decreed, for they are 
called Ele Angels, 1 Tim. 5.21. The obedience and fer. 
vice which the Saints perform in heaven , they pertorn 
moſt freely and willingly without any conſtraint or n& 
eeſliry(hence we are taught to pray that che will of God mg 
be done on earth as it ts done 3n heaven) and whea the Saints 
on earth repent, believe and obey, they do it freely, they 
are not carried to it by any natural or violent neceſſity, 
yer all theſe things are decreed ; for it is ſaid, he hathche 
ſen us before the foundation of the world, to be holy aw 
without blame before him in love, Eph.1. 4. And thatGod 
hath from the beginning choſen us to ſalvation through the 
ſanttification of the Spirit , and the belief of the truth, 
2 Thel. 2. 13. 

In all our natural motions and aRions,in our eating and 
drinking, fitting, walking, diſcourſing, talking , we a& 
freely : ſo alſo in our civil affairs, in our journeying, buy 
ing, ſelling, and all other buſineſſes belonging to our 
veral Callings, wea& freely withont-any compultion or 
neceſlity : this I ſuppoſe Mr. P. will not deny, and will he 
deny that theſe things are appointed and determined by 
God? What a kinde of Governorof the world will he 
make him to be, when the greateſt part of things that are 
done in the world, all the actions of men and angels, and 
all contingent events what ever, are excluded from the 
compaſs of his Decree > How doth this agree with Scr- 
peure-Doctrine , which teacheth that mans goings are or- 
dered of the Lord, Prov. 20. 24. That the way of man us ni 
3» himſelf, Jer. 10. 23. yea, that in him We live, move and 
have our being , Acts 17. in ak our natural — | 

actions 


of Gods abſolute Decree. 


2Rions what wedo, he doth, and what he doth in time, 
he hath determined before all time, otherwiſe he ſhonld 
not work by counſel. 


Gods Decree is att ad intra, an a within himfelf ; Argumens 


and of thoſe kinde of ations the rule holds true , that 
they do »ihil ponere in objetto; Gods Decree alone never 
works any thing upon the creature , till it comes to exe- 
cution , till he puts forth his inward purpoſe by ſome out- 
ward ation : Unleſs therefore it can be ſhown kow God 
by ſome outward action upon man, doth neceſlicate mans 
will, his inward purpoſe and decree alone will never do it. 
And we finde by dayly experience , that we fin as freely 
asweeat or drink , or do any other thing in che world : 
Beſides,Gods inward purpoſe and decree is altogether un- 


þ . knownto a ſinner, and :g»ors nulla cxpido, therefore this 


can never move him to any ſinful ac. 


The Decree of God is ſo far from neceſlicating mans ,,, men, 
5. 


will, and infringing the liberty of the ſecond caules, as it 
is the ground and foundation of all freedom and liberty : 
for he doth not onely decernere rem ipſam, (ed modum res, 
he doth not onely determine the thing it felf that ſhall be 
done, but the maner how it ſhall be done , for the »y0ds 
rerum, .are not really diſtinguiſhed from the things them- 
ſelves, but fo nearly conjoyned, as they cannot be ſe- 
vered ; as therefore ſome things come to paſs neceſſari- 
ly, becauſe God hath decreed they ſhall come to paſs ne- 
ceflarily , fo other things come to paſs contingently , be- 
cauſe be hath decreed they ſhall come to paſs contingent- 
ly; for he hath decreed that all things ſhall come to paſs, 


| either neceſſarily or contingently , and the effeR of his 


decree muſt be as certain in the one as the other. 


Neceſlity and contingency ariſe from the intrinſecal na-, 4,.,,a 
6. 


ture of the things, and not from any thing extrinſecal. 
In things that come to paſs neceſſarily , there is ſuch a 
near and ſtrong connexion betwixt the cauſe and the ef- 
fet, that if the cauſe go before, the effeRt muſt needs 
follow after ; as if fire be fire, it muſt needs have the 


property 
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property of burning, ifa ſtone be a ſtone , it muſt nee 
havethe property of deſcending , but in contingent e. 
feRs , though the thing ſhall certainly cometo paſs, (up 
on ſuppoſal of Gods Decree) yet there is no ſuch nece\. 
fary connexion betwixt the cauſe and effeR; butin rega 
of the nature of the things , they might have been other. 
wiſe then they are. Itis ſaid , The Lord holds the wink 
51 hzs fiſt, Prov. 30. 4. therefore the motion of them is ac. 
cording to his appointment ; when he cauſed a firo 
Eaſt winde to blow upon the head of onah, or. 4.8 
this was according to his appointment and decree, yetthis 
was not out of any natural neceſlity planted in the winde 
for that was equally diſpoſed to have blown our of the 
Weſt or any other quarter, if it pleaſed God ſo to order 
it , for the wizde bloweth where it lifteth, John 3. 

ObjeR. But if things. may come to paſs otherwiſe then 
they do, then Goas Decrees may be fruſtrated. 

Anſw. It follows not, becauſe (as before was ſhewed) 
he hath decreed that they ſhall come to paſs in the fame 
maner that they do , namely , that neceſſary things ſhall 
eome to paſs neceſſarily , and contingent things contiry 
gently ; and his Decree can no more be fruſtratedin the 
one then in the other: For though it be neceſſary that 
what God hath decreed ſhould come to paſs, yer itisnot 
neceſſary it ſhould come to paſs, zeceſſario modo & nece|. 
farits medits ; God had decreed that Chrifts bones ſhoull 
not be broken, therefore it was neceſſary this ſhould 
take effe& , yet the Soldiers were not hindred by any n6 
ceſsity from doing it, but did es freely abſtain from 
breaking them;, as they did freely break the Thieves 
bones. God had decreed the birthright and bleſsing to 
7acob , yet this came to paſs by as contingent means 4 
might be , for there was no neceſsity that E/ax ſhould 
come hungry from hunting , that Zacob ſhould have his 
pottage in a readineſs , that he ſhould propound themas 
a price for the birthright , that E/ax ſhould accept ofthe 
bargain , that 1/aac ſhould miſtake Zacob for Eſa , = 
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his ſavory meat for Eſa Veniſon , there was no neceſ- 
ſity in any of theſethings , but all was done moſt freely, 
yet all was guided by a ſecret and certain providence, fo 
25 theevent ſhould not fail to come to paſs as God had de- 
termined. Every neceſſary truth is an eternal truth , for 
itisa truerule, Duod neceſſarium eſt ſemper vernm eſt,nec 
falſum eſſe poteft , A neceſſary propoſition isthat which 
is alway true, and can never be falſe : That Cain ſhould 
kill his brother , was no neceſſary truth before the thing 
was done ; that man ſhould be a reaſonable creature, 
was a neceſſary truth before man was created : It was no 
neceſſary truth that Adam ſhould eat the forbidden fruit, 
before he had eaten it, and though then it was a truth, 
yet no neceſſary truth : for no circumſtance can change 
the nature of things, ſo asto make a neceſfary truth to 
become contingent , or a contingent truth to become ne- 
ceſſary. Trueit is, that when a thing is done , it cannot 
de undone, (for a thing cannot be and not be both at one 
time) but it was not neceſſary it ſhould be done, ifit be a 
thing of a contingent nature. What I now ſpeak or 
write, is neceffary ſhould be thus ſpoken or written ; bur 
before it was not neceſſary I ſhould ſpeak or write any 
thing, theſe being as of liberty and freedom ; ſo it 1s 
in all actions of like nature, in all contingent ations. This 
for the ſecond Objection. R 

ObjeR. 3. A third thing objeRed againſt the Abſolute 
Decree,is , That it i againſt Gods Fuſtice ;, for if the De- 
cree of Reprobation go before the foreſight of ſin , then the 
innocent creature is deſigned to deſtruttion ; which cannot 
agree with the Fuſtice of God. 

Anſw. For anſwer of this , Two things are needful to 
be proved; 1. That it is no injuſtice in God to puniſh 
the innocent creature. 2. That by the Decree of Repro- 
bation , no innocent creature is deſigned to deftruction. 


For the firſt, it may be proved theſe ways : Argumens 


Mr. P. aſſerts Infants to be innocent creatures, becauſe 
they never did hurt any man in thought , word:or degd 


. Cap. 4. 
2 
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and theſe are ſubje@ to death? and he cannot deny death 


W 

to be a puniſhment, tor it is the wages of fin, Rox. 6.23, | ye 

And though death differs in degree from damnation, ye Þ -ul 

it is a puniſhment, and God cannot be unjuſt in any d. ® to 

gree. It may be Mr. P. may finde out ſome anſwer to | he 

this ; therefore we add further , Rt 
Argument Chriſt Jeſus was the moſt innocent perſon that ever ® bc 
2 wasintheworld , -one that kyew no fin , neither wa an ® |i 


gnile found-1m his mouth , one that fulfilled all rightew. © nd 
eſs; one in Whom the Father was well pleaſed, for kek & tl 
done all his pleaſure ; yet he laid on him the iniquities of u ® as 
all, he Was wounded for our iniquities , and broken firm &® fa 
tranſgreſſions , Ia. 53. The juſt ſuffered for the un, ®# 
1 Pet. 3. 18. Yea he ſuffered ſuch a meafure of his Fathen ® Aft 
wrath , as was anſwerable to that, which all choſe whoar Þ 

faved by him , ſhould have ſuffered in hell ; for he beg © ct 
their ſurety, it was neceſſary that he ſhould fully diſchag | -- 
their debt, by making full fatisfation, in payingtha | G 


which they ſhould have paid. 2 _ 

Arzuren: Mr. P. knows well that many innocent creatures day ſÞ fo 

3» ſuffer forhis ſake, and are put to divers kindes of death, © Ct 

ſome have their throats cut, ſome are ſtrangled, ſomear | ww 

knockt on the head, according to the will and pleaſure th 

of thoſe by whom they are killed ; and theſe are ſuchs | #s 

never offended or deſerved any ill at his hands : and ny to 

not God uſe the ſame liberty with creatures of his om ti 

waking , as man doth with thoſe creatures which hens | 0! 

ver made? He would think it ridiculous if any ſhouldds #4: 

mor againſt him for cruelty and injuſtice , when hetrea6ſk& T 

a worm under his foot , or cruſheth a fly ſitting on te G 

wall , yet there isnot ſo great a diſproportion betmit hb Ac 

him and the ſmalleſt worm, as there is berwixt him («| 4 

the greaceſt King in the world) and the great Creatot i 

Man compared with God , being but as a drop that hap | #® 

ou a bucket , Or as the duſt that cleaves to the ballot, wi 

which fwayes it neither one way nor another, //a. 40.158 

A 1 es May not the Potter do what he will with the vell C 
: r; K: 
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which he hath made without any imputation of injuſtice, 
yea though he breaks it in pieces , or puts it to the baſeſt 
aſes? the Apoſtle makes Gods power oyer his Creature, 
to be full as large as the Potter hath: over the Veſſel char 
he hath made, and gives this anſwer to the like ObjeQion, 
Rom. 9.21. God was not bound to preſerve man. in his 
being after he was made , for he might have annihilated 
him- as he made us of nothing , ſo he might bring us to 
nothing: and ſome deaths are leſs chen annihilation. Nei- 
ther was he bound to preſerve man from: a tinful being, 
as he did ſome of the Angels, bur he might ſuffer him ro 
fall, as he did ſome of them , and then deal with him ac- 
cordingly. Thus we ſee ft is no injuſtice in God to tn- 
fi ſufferings upon innocent creatures. © _ 

2. That by the Decree of Reprobation, innocent 
creatures are not deſigned to deſtrution, appears, 


| Becauſe Reprobation is that everlaſting purpoſe of Is * 


God, whereby he hath decreed to glorifie his juſtice in 
the juſt condemnation of ſinful men; here: ſin goes be- 
fore condemnation, though it goes not before Gods De- 
cree-; for condemnation is the execution, and is in time, 
whereas the Decree is before all time. | It- is a true rule, 
that Dems v#lt hoe eſſe propter hoc , ſed non vult hoc propter 
hoe, the one hath reference; to rhe execution , the other 
tothe decree : though there. be a cauſe of the being of a 
thing , yet there 1s none of Gods will. - It is the Tenet 
of the Schoolmen , Nz/lam dari peſſe cauſam decreti di. 
vini ex parte volents , ſed tantum ex parte volitorum. 
There can be no cauſe -given of the Will and Decree of 
God, as it is hisa&, bur onely of the things willed by bim, 
none ofthe Decree, but onely of the Execution. Mr. P. 


ſeems ſometimes to grant this, and if he would ſtand to 


it, the controverſie might ſoon be at an end; for nothing 
is needful to go before the effe& , but the cauſe, thar 
which hath efficiency in ſome kinde or other in producing 
it; andif therecan be no kinde of cauſe going before 
Gods Decree, his Decrce may be without it. By 
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God doth condemn no man in time but for ſin; there. 
fore he determined to condemn no man but for ſin, for he 
doth things in time ; in that maner and order that he dg 
termined to. do them. before all time. - He aRuallycor 
demns no man bur for fin aRually exiſting , till after men 
have ſinned, but ſin exiſts in time ; therefore if he ſhould 
determine nothing touching mans everlaſting eſtare, til 
after he hath ſinned, his Decrees ſhould not be eternal 
but remporary and o it is.in efte& according to this Do. 
Arine which teacheth, That there is no abſolute nor ye- 
remptory Decree paſſed upon men, but upon foreſight of 
whart they will do. Andas for the Conditional Decreeit 
15as good as none ; becauſe ( hath been ſhewed) itis 
equally diſpoſed ro mens daranation , as well as their ſal 
vation. 

Though ſin doth not go before Gods Decree , yet ne 
ther is. his Decree without the conſideration of fin, be 
cauſe. he decrees all things ſimul & ſemel, ano at ſimpli 
ciſ#imo, (as:harh been ſhewed) there is no prix & pit 
#1451n him or in his Decrees; but becauſe we are not ad 
with one {imple a to apprehend the ſeveral things which 
God hath decreed touching mans everlaſting eſtate, there 
fore Divines uſually place an order in his Decrees, whets 


' in one thing goes before another: (though not in him, yet 


in our conſideration) yet this is ſuch an order as agrees 
with the order of nature,” wherein the cauſe always goes 
before the efte&, and the end before the means : andup- 
on this ground the foreſight of fin cannot go before Gods 
Decree, becauſe when he decrees'to permit fin (without 
which there can be no foreſight of it) the end of this per- 
miſtion muſt needs be the manifeſtation of his.glory in the 
merciful Salvation of ſome , and juſt Condemnation. 6 
others, therefore this muſt be firſt decreed. according to 
the order of nature, though for #ime all be done«at' one 
inſtant. Beſides, when God decreeq to create man, the 
end which he propounded to himſelf in this work, was ti 
@wn glory,. and that not onely.in genera), but in — 
| Lic 
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ticular way, in that-particular ſtate and condition of man 
whence in the end he receives his glory : but at laſt he 
receives greateſt glory in the Salvation of ſome,and Dam- 
nation of others, therefore this was theend which he in- 
tended, when he intended mans creation : for to ſay that 
heintended no certain end in this great work , or was fru- 
firate of his intentions, 1s altogether unbeſeeming the ex- 
cellent nature of God. Bur Mr. P. thus undertakes to 
prove that reprobation follows the foreſight of ſin. 


Object. we grant (faith he} that Damnation follovvs the Cay. 4: 
fareſeght of ſin, but Damnation alway follows Reprobation ; Pe 5+ 


ergo, Reprobartion follows the foreſight of tn. 

He much triumphs in this Objection, telling us we put 
a bitter zeer upon the greatelt part of mankinde , to ſay 
they are rejected without reſpect of ſin, and yet not dam- 
ned without reſped of fin, this following the other. 

Anſw. Here we may tell Mr. P. that he puts his pitiful 
Sophiſtry upon his Readers , this Argument being a meer 
Fallacy, for here theconcluſion is general,whereas in the 
third figure (as this Argument 1s ) it alway ought to be 
particular , the deceitfujneſs of it will appear in the like 
inſtance : Suppoſe a man intends to build a houſe fit for 
his habitation ; by this kinde of Logick we may thus 
argue ; j 

The building of the houſe follows after the providing 
Wood, Stone, and other materials : 

But the building of the houſe follows after his intention 
_._ to buildit; | 

Therefore his intention to build his houſe, follows after 

the providing of Wood, and Stone , and other fit 
materials. 

This is Mr. P. his acumen 


bate any without intuition of fin, and yet at the ſame time t0 
cree not to damn without reſpect of fin. | 

Anſw. 1. 1t is very poſsible that Reprobation ſhould 

| F 2 be 


Objec. But Mr. P. objects, That it &s impoſ5ible (as Cap. z- 
implying acontradiftion) that God ſvould decree to repro- V38* $6: 
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be without foreſight of ſin, and yet Damnation not to-he 
ſo , becauſe theſe differ both in nature and time ; reprq. 
bation being an immanent aRt terminated in himſelf, dam. 
nation being a tranſient act, terminated in man ; reprg. 
bation being from all eternity , damnation being in time. 
che one is the Decree, the other the Execution. To de. 
cree to damn, is todecree to do a thing in time. We may 
as well ſay that a man is faved as ſoon as he is elected, x 
damned ſo ſoon as he is reprobated. 

2. It is very improper to ſay that God doth decreety 
reprobate, as if he ſhould decree to decree, whereasrs 
probation it ſelf is the decree : butit is uſual with Mr, p, 
ro confound the Decree with the Execution , and foto 
jumble theſe together as thereby a miſt is caſt upon the 
eyes of the Reader, that he (hall not diſcern the truth, 

Object. 4. A fourth Objection againſt the Abſolute 
Decree, is, That it cannot ſtand with Gods Philanthra, 
with his love, to mankinade ,, for Mr. P. tells us, That ie 
hates nothing which he hath made : and the Scripture telk 
us, T hat he t gracious, mercifnl, abundant in goodneſs an 
truth, that his mercy # over all his Works, and therefore dr- 
ſigns none to be deſtroyed. 

eAnſW. 1. Mr. P. tells us indeed that God hates no- 
thing that he hath made, bur the Scripture tells usno 
ſuch thing , but rather the quite contrary ; for it ſaith, 
That the Lord /oved Jacob, and hatedEſan, and that before 
they were born. 

Object. To this Mr. P. replies, That this hatred u tbe 
underſtood onely in regard of temporal bleſsimngs, of the inht- 
ritance of the land of Canaan. 

Anſw. This evaſion hath been ſufficiently confuted be- 
fore, in confirmation of the ſeventh Argument again 
the Conditional Decree , where was ſhewed 7. tha the 
hatred here ſpoken of ſtands directly in oppoſition to the 


love wherewith Zacob was loved; but that was the loveof 


Election, Row.9. 11. compared with _—_ 13. 
2, The carthly Canaan was a type of the heevealy;woy 
c 
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elſe had' Eſau the black-Character of Profaneneſs ſtampt 
- on him, for paſling away his right to it, by ſo ſlightly ſel- 
ling his birth-right? Heb. 1. 16. | 

3. In regard of outward bleſlings E/az was no whit in- 
ferior to 7acob, but rather above him ; for he hadthe fat- 
neſs of the earth , the pleaſant mount Ser for his poſſeſ- 
fion, whereas Zacob was-a ftranger in the land of Canaas, 
Pfal: 105. 12. having no poſleſſion there , but onely the 
burying-place which Abraham had bought, Gez. 25. 15. 
therefore-it is ſaid , That God gave Abraham »o inherit= 
ance tn the land , no not ſo much as whereon to ſet his foot, 
Acts 7. 5: 

4. Eſau had abundance of all things, and therefore re- 
fuſed his brothers preſents, telling him he had enough. Al- 
ſohe was a man of great place, for he came to meet his 
brother attended with four hundred men, ſo thar Faceb 
bowed down to the ground before him, and called him his 
lord,Gen.32.18. and 33.3. ſo that he was no whit inferior 
to his brother in regard of outward bleſlings. 

Anſw. 2. Secondly , for thoſe Scriptures which hold 
forth God to be ſo merciful, gracious, good toall, ec. 
It is granted that there is a common bounty and goodneſs 
which God extendeth to all mankinde, making the Sn to 
frine, and rain to fall upon the juſt and unjuſt, Matth. 5. 45. 
but his ſpecial Grace and Mercy-be extends onely to thoſe 
who are the proper objects of it, namely, thoſe whom he 


hath choſen to be veſſels of Mercy. Why may not God: 


have his Favorites as well as Kings have theirs? Hence it is 
faid , that he will be gracions to whom he will be gracious, 
Exod. 33. 19.. which argues that he will not be gracious 
alike, and there are ſome ſpoken of in Scripture who were 
maae to be.taken and deſtroyed, 2. Pet. 2. 12. who before of 
old were ordained to condemnation,Jude 4. therefore all are 
not alike- ebjefts of mercy. And herein appears the ex- 
cellency of free Grace and ſpecial Mercy, namely, in re- 
gard of the peculiarity of it; it-is as rare as precious: ic 


were no. great priviledge to be Favorite of ..a Prince, if. 
all. 
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all SubjeAs were favored alike, or none were favored, by 
according to their deſerts, therefore ſpecial Grace is ng 
confuſedly ſcattered amongſt all by a general offer, take it 
who will, but confined to a few : hence Chriſts people are 
called a peculiar people, Titus 2. 14. and his flocks ſaid ty 
be a Little flock, Luke 12.32.” and though the number of 1f- 
rael be as the ſand of the ſea, yet a remnant onely ſhall be ſa 
ved, for the Lord will finiſh his work , and cut it ſhort is 
righteouſneſs, Rom. 9. 27,28. G 

Obje&t. But for ſpecial Grace Mr. P. tells us, 1: #ſ 
called becauſe it ſerves ad ſpeciales habitus & aRus, to eve. 
ry habit, or att, or thought of good that 15 done by mani 

Anſw. This is ſuch a notion of ſpecial Grace as I think 
but few have been acquainted with : but let him tells us 
whether theſe ſpecial as and habits be etteRts of that ſpe- 
cial Grace which is given to ſome onely, ro ſuch whom 
God loves with a ſpecial and peculiar love, or imparted to 
all menandifterently : If the former, then it is called ſpe. 
cial , in reference to ſome ſpecial perſons to whemit is 
communicated , and thoſe ſpecial effets which it prody- 
ceth in theſe more then in others. If the latter (which 
Mr. P. ſeems to intend) what a choice and ſpecial Grace 
hath he found out for us, which is beltowed as largely 
upon 7xdas as upon Peter , upon the damned in hell, s 
thoſe who are ſaved in heaven? When 7 das preached and 
caſt out devils, he did it by a Grace that ſerved for thoſe 
ſpecial as and habits whereby he was enabled to do theſe 
things. When others called Chriſt Lord, Lord, yea not 
onely made an outward profeſiion of him, but propheſied 
and caſt out devils in his name , they did it by vere ofa 
Grace that ſerved for theſe ſpecial as and habits , yet 
Chriſt will ſay to them at the great Day , 7 kxow you ne, 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity, Matth 7. 22. What 
comfort can a mantake inſuch a ſpecial Grace, as he may 
carry with him to hell? Doth not Scripture-language- 
ſound in-another kinde of ſtrain then this? as whenonr 
S4v10r gives thanks to his Father, that he had hid rhe my- 
ſteries 
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feries of his kingdom trom the wiſe and prudent, and reveal- 
id them to babes , Matth. 11. 25. and tells his Diſciples, 
chat it was given to them to know the myſteries of the king-= 
dom of heavens and not to others, cap. 13.11. and the Apo- 
ftle, Not many Wiſe, not many mighty, not many noble whom 
Gid hath called, 1 Cor. 1. 26. and faith of himſelf, that 
when he was a blaſphemer and a perſecuter, yet he found 
mercy, and che grace of the Lord was exceedingly abundant 
towards him, 1 Tim. 1. 13,14. | 

Obje&. 5. A fifch Objection ( which makes a prear 
noiſe) is, T hat this DeArine cannot ſtand with the truth of 
Gd; for he hath ſaid, He hath no pleaſure in the death of 
wiched men , and confirms this with an oath, Ezek. 33. 17. 
and ſaith exprefly, T hat he would not that any ſhould periſh, 
2 Pet. 3.9. | | 

Anſw. 1. For that place of Ezekzet , the anſwer is by 


b- diſtinguiſhing of that which is called in Scripture by the 


name of the will of God. 1t ſignifies either his ſecret will; 
'6f his revealed wilt; the will of his purpoſe, or the will of 
his precept and command ; this place tis not to be under- 
ſtood of the will of his purpoſe: ( which onely is properly 
his will) but of the will of his precept or command, where- »- 
by he enjoyns men to do thoſe things that tend to life, 

and to decline all thoſe things that rend.to death , and 
therefore may be faid not to will their death : eſpecially 
all his outward diſpenſations-towards men, tending to the 
— end with his command, namely, to procure lite, not 

eath. 

ObjeR. Againſt this Mr. P. replies, That the r: wvaled 
will of God, or the will of his command, ts proprie voluntas, 
properly the will of Grd; for the whole word of God revealed* 
in Scripture, is properly his Will. 

Avnſw. For anſwey of this, two things are needful to be 
proved ; Firſt, That the revealed will of God or his-com-: 
mand, is not properly his will. Secondly , That all thofe- 
wliom God wills to be ſaved, 2o/untare proprie dittagtwith: 
the will of his purpoſe, with his internal will, are, or ſhall: 
be certainly ſaved. 1.. Eog: 
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- 1.-For the firſt, when two things are attributed to:God 
that are contrary one to the other, both of them cannot 
poſtibly be taken properly , as when it is ſaid, that ir re- 
pented the Lord that he made Saul king, 1 Sam. 15. 11. and, 
that the Strength of Iſrael cannot lie-nor repent, verſe 29, 
Both theſe cannot be taken properly(for then there would 
be a contradition ) that onely -therefore is to be taken 
properly which agrees to the nature of God , he is ur- 
changeable, and therefore cannot repent ; the other isto 
be taken figuratively, he is ſaid to repent, becauſe he doth 
the ſame thing that a repenting man , he changeth 
his aRion as a repenting man doth : he never changeth his 
minde. So when it is faid , that God wills not the death 
of a ſinner, and that he hardens whom he will, and make 
ſome veſſels to diſhonor, Rows. 9. 18. 21. Both theſecar. 
not be taken properly , therefore that muſt be taken pro 
perly which agrees with the nature of God, and theothet 
to be taken figuratively : now it properly agrees tothe 
nature of God that his will ſhould be accompliſhed (be. 
cauſe he is Omnipotent) therefore when he 1s ſaid not to 
will the death of a ſinner, and yet many ſinners die ever 
laſtingly , this cannot be underſtood. of his will properly 
taken, namely, the will of his Purpoſe and Decree, but of 
the will of his precept and command , and of his outward 
difpenſations rowards men , all which in themſelves tend 
to the preſerving from death. 

2. The ſame name cannot be properly given to ty 
things whoſe naturedoth really differ:as for inftance,when 
Chriſt ſaith , Let the dead bury the dead ; this cannot be 
properly taten in both places, becauſe in the firſt it isps- 
ken of thoſe who are ſpiritually dead,in the other of thoſe 
who are naturally dead. 

Now that the will of Gods purpoſe, or his internal wil, 
and the will of his precept and command do really differn 
.their own nature, 1s thus proved : 

bgJ he will of Gods purpoſe, or his internal will,iseter- 
nal, all his Decrees are from everlaſting , but his com- 

| mands 


0-God 
cannot 
t 4t r6- 
I. and, 
rſe 29, 


would. 


taken 
iS Ut 
2r 15to 
e doth 
age 
eth his 
"death 
makes 
ſe can 
n pro- 
 Othet 
to the 
| (be. 
not to 
> CVt- 
oper 
but of 
tward 
s tend 


0 to 
when 
not be 
is \p0- 
 thole 


will, | 


ferm 


Seter- 
3 com 
mands 


of Gods abſolute Decree, 


mands are given forth intime , the commands belonging 
both.to the moral and ceremonial Law , were not given 
out till the world was above two thouſand years old ; and 
the word of the Lord .came to rhe Prophets at ſeveral 
times; yea , there was a time when there was no Scri- 
ptures or written word of God. 

2. The Will of Gods purpoſe is immutable and un- 
changeable, The counſels of the Lord ſtand for ever, and 
his - ts to all generations, P/a/. 33. 11. but his 
commands are mutable, as we ſee in the example of 
Abraham, who received a command to kill his ſon, which 
afterwards was reverſed , and in all the precepts of the 
ceremonial Law. | 

3. The will of his purpoſe cannot be reſiſted : Who 

hath reſted his Will ? Rom. 9. The will of his precept is 
dayly reſiſted by wicked men, and too often by his beſt 
ſervants. 
- 4 The will of his purpoſe is alway fulfilled , he doth 
whatſoever he will : but the will of his command is not 
ſo; Thu u the will of God, even your ſantiification, 
1-Theſ. 4. 3. yetall men are not ſanctified. 

5. The will of bis purpoſe is an a& within himſelf, and 
therefore not really differing from himſelf , the will of his 
command is Gankbe proceeding from himſelf; ſo that 
theſedo as really differ as the Creator and the Creature, 
the one being eternal , immutable and irreſiſtible , the 0- 
ther temforary, mutable, refiſtible. The command in- 
deed by a Metonymy , is called the will of God (becauſe 
ſometimes , not always, it ſhews what the will of bis 
purpoſe is) yer it is not , nor cannot be properly his will, 
upon the grounds before named; neither doth it follow 
hence, thar there are two wills in God, bur onely that 
there are two things that are ſet forth by one and the 
ſame name, which is very uſual in Scripture. - Neither 
doth it follow , that one Will of God is contrary to an= 
other, for contrar5a muſt be ad idem; but theſe are not 
the ſame , but do really _ hath been already pro- 


ved. 
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ved. Trae it is, that God doth properly will to give fort | 
ſuch and ſuch commands , but his will and purpoſe is on, | 
thing , and his command another , really differing fron | 
it. Thus much to ſhew that Gods revealed will , hi | 


precepts and commands are not properly his will. 
2, For the ſecond thing, namely, Thar all thoſe to whoy 


God wills ſalvation, velxntate proprie difta, with thewil 


of his purpoſe and decree , ſhall moſt cefrainly be (aye 


needs no great proof, for this will of his being at ins | 
mutable , irreſiſtible , ofnfipotent will, it muſt ne | 
takeeffet. Onr God #4 in heaven , and doth whatſoever k | 


will, Pſal. 115. 3: Whatſcever pleaſed the Lord , that di 


he, both in heaven and in earth, Þſal. 135.6. There atetw þ 
principles onely needful for producitig any effeQ, pot» Þ 


77a & volantas, and where theſe concur , 'the effe nu 


needs follow : If God doth really and internally will t6 | 
deſire the ſalvation of men , what ſhould hinder the & Þ 
fefing it, ſince his power is anſwerable to his will? F 


mens power were anſwerable to their will , they woull Þ 


do any thifig tliat they have a mindeto. 


If it be ſaid that he wills it cohditionally, 1, Thists | 


ditional will hath been alfeady fefuted , and it hath ben 
ſhewed, that conditions belotig not to Gods will, bit 
onely to the exectition of it; 2: If he really. wills th 
thing, he is able to work the conditions, to work effed 


al faith, true repentatice ah other graces in all , a3 wel | 


4s he doth in ſome. 


But that thar place in Zzekie/, and other like plats Þ 


cannot be underſtood of Gods will , properly taken (# 
Mr. P. confidently aſſerts) may- be proved : I: Becank 


then this Scripture would croſs other Scriptures ; for hit Þ 


it is ſaid', that the Lord hath no delight iti the death of 1 


finner, and elſewhere it is ſaid, that he would vejojee or! Þ 


wicked men to deftroy them and y00t them ont; Dear. 28,6; 

and he would laugh of their calurtity, ani mock when hit 

fear cometh, Prov. 1.25. which Exprefiiohs ſhew , thit 

theſe things arE not apaibſt his will. hk 
2. 


of Gods abſolute Decree. 


2, Theſe things are works of his Juſtice, and his Juſtice 
being an attribute as eſſential to him as his mercy,he muſt 
needs be well pleaſed, not onely with the works of his 
Mercy , but of his Juſtice, for all his works are well 
pleaſin to him. 

' 3. Heis well pleaſed with all things which make for 
his own glory , butat laſt he ſhall have much glory from 
the juſt deſtruion of wicked men. | 

4. If a defire of all mens falvation be properly in 
God, then ir is perpetually in him ; then when wicked 
men are damned 1n hell , he ſtill continues to deſire their 
ſalvation, and for went of enjoying his deſire, he's hin- 
dred from enjoying full felicity ( forwhar is 'full and per- 
fe felicity, but a full and perfe& fruition of all our de- 
ſires? ) ſo that ſo long as wicked men ſuffer pains in hell, 
God cannot enjoy full felicity in heaven , but rather ſuf 
fers ſome kinde of trouble and diſquiet , for it is a trou- 
bleſome thingfor one, to have that perpetually withheld 
fromhim , which he earneftly defires. Theſe are mon- 
ſtrous conſequences, yet ſuch as dire&tly follow from 
that dotrine which teacheth, That when God faith , he 
bath no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, this muſt be 
taken properly without any figure. To conclude, there 
sthis difference betwixt theſe two wills, that God by 
his ſecret will and purpoſe , determines what himſelf will 
do, by his revealed will declares to us what is our duty to 


do, 
| To But may God command a man to do that which 
hedoth-not intend he ſhall do ? 

Anſw. He may : for commands are not onely for per- 
formance, but for tryal : thus he commanded Abraham 
to kill his fon , when he did not intend it ſhould be done. 
Gods commands are not alway giyen to declare his ſecret 
intentions, but to be the rule of our aQtions : yea he may 
dy his outward diſpenfations carry himſelf in a differing, 
yea in a contrary way to his inward intentions : He by his 
Prophet bade Hezekiah ſet his houſe in order, for he 
D 2 ſhould 
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ſhould die, 7/2. 38. 1. when he did not fntend he ſhowy Þ 
dic, till divers years after. He ſent 2Zoſes to Pharah y þ 


command him to let the people go, when at the ſary 


time hetells him , that he would harden Pharaobs he, Þ 
that he ſhould not hearken to him, Exod. 7.2,3,4. IiÞ 
not neceſſary that finzs operis & operantis , ſhould. be 
way the ſame in God. The Preaching of the-Goſpel i | 
its own nature tends to life and falvation.; bur it is notre 
ceſſary that God ſhould intend the ſalvation of all thik | 
to whom the Goſpel. is.preached, for then it could | 
be a ſweet ſavor to him , not onely in thoſe that are Þþ 
ved, but in thoſe that are loſt, 2 Coy. 2. 21. Mr. P. boll 
ly aſſerts, That thereis an intentionin God , to ſave Þ 
men without exception , if by the wickedneſs of theirnil 
they did not fruſtrate his intention. But doth not th 
exceedingly derogate from Gods. omnipotency andini 
nite wiſdom ? From his Omnipotency, in that he ſerial Þ 
ly deſires that which he is not able to effeR; from hisWi Þ 

om, in that he ſeriouſly intends that which he kno 


ſhall never be effeRed. 
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| EXAMINATION 


AND 


CONFUTATION 


Of the Doctrine of 
| Conditional and Univerſal Re- 


demption. 


Ot onely the old Arminians', but fome who ſeem 
to diſclaim their Dotine , 3et hold , That 
Chriſt hath died for all mankinde , and 'by his 
death hath made fatisfaRion for all , and pur= 
chaſed pardon and falvation for every particular man and 
woman in the vyorld , upon condition they vvill believe. 
That this Dorine is.not agreeable to Scripture, may 
thus be proved. 


[þ hath been already proved', That there is no Condi- Argoment 
ti 


ional EleRion of all : Novvif there be no Conditional 
EleRion of all, there-is no Conditional Redemption of 
all, for both theſe are commenſurate, and of equal ex- 


| tent one vvith another, having one and the fame ad- 


equate objet. Chriſt hath redeemed none but thoſe 
whom the Father hath EleRed, Redemption being the 
proper effe& and fruit of EleQion ; and the effet cannot 
exceed the vercue of thie cauſe: If therefore the Father 
hath not elefed all upon any condition , neither hath the 
Son redeemed all upon any condition vvhatever. 

That Redemption ts: the effect of Election , may thns 
be proved; 


3. Our: 


3 
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1. Our Savior ſairh, That the Father had given him poye, 
over all fleſb,to give eternal life to thoſe whom he had ging 
him, Joh-17.2. this giving muſt be underſtood either of gi. 
ving by eleion or effeual calling, but it cannot beyr 
deritood of calling,becauſe that follows election, as a fry 
of it. Thoſe whom be predeſtinated , thoſe he hth call 
Rom. 8. 30. And our Savior faith afterwards, that he had 
declared his Name to thoſe whomthe Father had given him, 
verſe6. and hereby called them; As this muſt be under. 
ſtood, as of the ele, ſo of them onely, otherwiſe our $4. 
vior would have ſaid , Thou haſt given me power over 
all fleſh, to give eternal life to all Aeſh 3 but he ſaith not 
ſo , but to grve eternal life to thoſe whom thou haſt give 


In Chriſt , not the cauſe of our EleRtion, but of ourRe. 
demption ; this being in effe&t the ſame with tha 
2 Theſ. 3. 9. We are appointed to obtain ſalvation by {+ 
fwus Chriſt. Sorthat not onely our ſalvation , but Chrif 
alſo the Author of it, are made ſubordinate to our &, 
Rion: andas our ſalvation , fo alſo the giving of Chr, 
and all thoſe benefits which behath purchaſed, are made 
the effets of our election, and therefore can reachay 
further, nor be extended to no more perſons, then tothe 
objects of Gods elefting love. Þ 
3. It is laid, that by Chrift-we have Redemprion "_ 

bs blood , according to bus rich grace, Ephel. 1.7. : 
rich grace is the fame which before the .catled the good 
pleaſure of his will ; He hath predeftinated.-us to be adapt 
through feſus Chrift , according to the good pleaſure of 
will;verſe 5 Eleftion theretore 1s the firft fountam whence 
all the benefits belonging to our ſalvation do-flow , anf 
both Adoption , Redemption andall:the reft are include 
Wis. anthart. w_ 
- 4. Our Savior ſaith, That-Ged ſo Joved the world ; th 
2 he gave his $on,John 3. Here'Godslove-is made:thecaule 
*, | of his giving his Son; and that this muſt be underſtood df 
| h's electing love, appears, 1. Be 


Me. : 
2. Itis ſaid that we are elefted in Chriſt, Zpheſ: 1.4 Þ 
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of Chriſts ſpecial Redemption. 

1, Becauſe it is more then a common love, it is a ſpe- 
cial peculiar love, for it is ſaid, #70 ryan, he ſo loved, 
and this patticle denotes a peculiar ſpecial love; as when 
it is ſaid, if God hatn /o loved xs, 1 John 4. 11. ( if he hath 
ſo loved us more then others )we ought to love one another : 
And when he tells the Iſraelites, that he bad given them 
' his Srarates and Ordinances, and had not dealt ſowith any 
Nation, Pfal. 147. laſt, here is ſomething held forth pe- 
culiar ro them above other Nations. 

2. It is ſucha love as tendsto eternal life ; therefore 
elefting love. 

3. Such a love as cauſed Chriſt to lay down his life, 
and this is the greateſt love, ohy 15. 13. therefore ele- 
kAing love. 

ObjeQ. But the world #4 here made the objeft of this 
hove , therefore it cannot be underſtood of elefting love. 

- Faſw. This place is indeed uſually made to be one of 
the ffrong holds for the Arminian DoAtrine , but being 
rightly examined , it ſhall (I hope) appear to be other- 
wth -- 

t. If theworld be takenina general ſenſe , we ſhall 
makeevery particular man and woman living in the world, 
to be obje&ts of Gods ſpecial love, which croſſeth that 
which the Apoſtle ſaith of EZ/ax, that he was an objet 
of hatred, and denies that there are any veſſels of wrath 
id Gods everlaſting purpoſe. 

2. There is no neceſlity at all why this word ſhould 
be taken in a general ſenſe, including all the men and wo- 
men in the world : For 1. The world moſt properly ſig- 
nifies the whole work of Creation , the frame of heaven 
and earth , as when it is ſaid that God made the world. 
2. All mankinde living in the world, ſo it is ſaid , God will 
judge the world , yea, thus it includes not onely men, but 
ſpirits. 3. It ſignifies not onely the whole , but a part 
of mankinde-: and becauſe the worſt part is the greateſt 
part, it 'is frequently raken for the worſt part, thus 
Chriſt tells his Diſciples , that zhe wor/d would hate. them, 
becauſe 
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becauſe he had choſen them ont of the world, John 15, 1g, 
And if the worſt part be often called the world , why 
may not the better part be ſometime ſo called > We uſe 
ally call that a heap of Wheat, wherein there is more 
chaff then Wheat =: Doth not our Savior ſpeak of ; 
world to which he gives life, Fob» 6. 33. Doth not tlie A. 
poltle ſpeak of a reconciled world, Rom. 11. 15, of; 
world that ſhall not have their ſins fmputed to thei, 
2 Cor. 5.49. If Satan be called the Prince of this world, 
may there not bea world whereof Chriſt is Prince > Why 
may there not be a world of godly, as well as a world 
ungodly ? 2 Pet. 2.5. asthere is a whole world thatlies 
inthe ſtate of wickedneſs, 1 ohn 5. 19. Why may ng 
there be a whole world that is brought into the ſtate of 
righteouſnels > Why may not the better part (though 
the leſſer) becalled the world , as well as they are calle 
all fleſs ., Joel 2. 28. Luke 3. 6. All nations, Pſal. 72.11, 


Traa.87, All the earth, Zech. 14. 9. Mundus Eccleſia eſt, & tat 


in Juban. 


mundus perditionts odit mundum redemprionis (faith Av 
ſtin) The world is the Church , and the whole periſhing 
world hates the redeemed world : There may therefore 
be a redeemed world as well as a periſhing world , a6 
lieving world as well as an unbelieving. 

ObjeR. But World # here diſtributed into believers aol 
anbelievers, and if it ſignifies the eleft , and the elelt be 
—_ onely have everlaſting life, what ſhall become of te 
ether e 

Anſw: The words do not enforce any diſtribution, fot 
our Savior ſpeaks indefinitely , =&s 5 Ti58%9y, eyery 'bt- 
liever, every elet one when he comes to be a believer. 

2. If a diftribution be granted, there is no ſuch abſur 
dity1n it, as 7. G.would make it : For are there not two 
ſorts of eleRt inthe world, ſome uncalled , others called? 
Thoſe that are-uncalled , do yet remain in the ſtare of un- 
belief; thoſe who are called, have faith wrought inthem, 
whereby they are fitted for everlaſting life : thoſe who 
are uncalled, our Savicrcalls by the name of the way 

h ecauſe 
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of ( brifts ſpecial: Redemption. 
becauſe they are like the reſt of the world, as yet remain. 
ing in the ſtate ofunbelief: yer then are they the objects 
of Gods love , and ſheep of Chrift, Fob 10: 16: the 0- 
ther he calls behevers : . in the firſt , he fhews what condi- 
tion men are in, when God is pleated firſt tro manifeſt his 
toveto them, inthe other, he fhews what condition they 
ſhall bein when they come to partake of everlaſting life, 
they thalt be believers , they ſhall be called, and ſo have 
effectual faith wrought in them. | 

Thus we ſee how this Scripture 'may be vindicated 
from Arminian quirks and cavils. 


There are many to whom Chriſt will profeſs at the laſt 4'£ 


day that he never knew them, Afar. 7. 23. If he never 
knew they he never died for thei; for this knowledge 
cannot be nderftood of a knowledge of apprehenſion 
(becaufe fo he knew all meninthe world) but of a know- 
of approbation and affetion , a knowledge of love 
liking, fact -a knowledge as rhe Pfalmilt ſpeaks of 
whenhe ſairh; The Lord knowerh the way of the righte- 
ous, P{ad.1.6. Now tf: he never loved them , he never di» 
e for chem : For Chriſts tove is the ground of giving 
himfelf for any ; he hath loved his Church , and given 
himſelf for it, Epheſ. 5.25, Yea, the Jabs down of his 


kfe., is the act: of the greateſt love, 7ohn 15.13. Yea 
though> they ; had prophecyed and caſt out devils, and 
done many other good works , yet he tells them, that he 
never owned them for his. | 


_ 
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If Chriſt died to purchaſe falvation for all , upon Argament 
Zv 


conditionrhat they would believe , chen:'he came to pur- 
chaſe falvation for many: who were already damned when 
hedied to purchaſe ſalvation for them : Bur is there any 
peltibility for thoſe who are actually damned , to believe 
and be ſaved ? and is it not ridiculous to ſay: that Chrift 
died to: purchaſe heaven-for them: who were already in 
hell,upon condition that they would:-believe?:' . | 
. Object. Why might not. (hiſt purchaſe ſalvation for 
thoſe who were aftually damned, upen condition they wonld 
H | have 
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kave believed', 4s well as. purchaſe ſalvation for ſomewh | 


Were altually ſaved ? 


Anſw. The caſe is altogether unlike, for the ſalvatin 


of thoſe who were actually ſaved, was decreed of 

and. that from all eternity ; for he decreed thar all hy 
ele ſhould be ſaved,and that his Son by his death ſhoul( 
purchaſe ſalvation for them, and that his death and ff 
fering ſhould be effeAual to that end , even for thoſe of 
them who ſhould dic before Chrift himſelf acually dyel 
(he being in Gods decree, the Lamb ſlain from the begi, 
wing of the world) whereas it was quite contrary wit 
thoſe who were damned; for (according co their own dy 
&rine) theſe were abſolutely decreed to be damned hs 
fore they were aRually damned , and thig;gecree wa 
grounded upon the foreſtght of their final infidelirya( 
zmpenitency, So that it was very congruous that Chi 


\bould die to purchaſe ſalvation for all thoſe whom Gul 
had decreed ſhould be ſaved (whether they died befor 


or after Chriſts wie) bur altogether abſurd , _thathe 
ſhould do this for thoſe who were aRtually damned, all 


this by an abfolute-decree, for the conditional decree(s 


they teach) isalways expired. before execution of the 
folate decree. 


needful for the-falvation.of thoſe for whom he del 
he did not die to purchaſe ſalvation for them upon cond 


tion that they would believe, and do other rhingsto i 


themſelvesfor it ; for as he abſolutely determined to g 
himſelf to death, fo alſo he abſolutely determined 
purchaſe ſalvation it felf , and all things belonging 
for thoſe for whom he died. 

That Chriſt hath purchaſed both faith and all othe 
things needful for falvation, is clear from Scripture. Tit 
Apoſtle faith, that God rhe Father hath bleſſed us withal 

iritual bleſſings in heaventy. places in and through Chil, 

pheſ. 2, 3. That for Chriſt it © given to #s to belitit, 
Bhid, 1..29.. and it.is: ſaid , that he-was. raiſed: up# 
gf: 


. > 


If Chriſt died to. purchaſe faith ;; and. all other cup 
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pive not onely remiſſion of ſin, bat repentance #9 his people, 
Aas 5.31. and that the Father , who hath not ſpared to' 

ive his Soy to death, together with him will give all things 
alſo, Rom. 8. 32. That Chriſt by his Divine power hath 
given #s all things which belong to life and godlineſs, 
2 Pet. 1.3. 
 ObjeR. Though Chriſt hath purchaſed Faith and other 
graces for us, yet he hath not done this abſolutely, but upon 
condition we wsll do that which we onght to do , in receiving 
what he ſhall give. [ þ 

Anſw. There can be no condition deviſed or thought 
upon, on which Chriſt hath purchaſed , or God will give 
faich to thoſe that want it, bur it will be the ſame, cam re 
conditionata, with the thing conditioned for ; the ſame in 
effe&t with believing : when they ſay that God will give 
a man faich upon-condition that he will not reſiſt his call 
tobelieve, rhat he will not diſdain to do what he com- 
mands, that be will bend his minde and will to believe : 
Whar are all theſe in effe&t, but to believe > For where 
theteis a yielding to his call, a right regard of his com- 
mand', a bending of the minde and will ro do what he 
would have us; there are fore degrees of faith , there is 
ſome meaſure of believing : So that it is as much a, if 
they ſhould ay, God will give them faith upon condition 
thatthey have it already; or if men do believe, oy 
will give them the grace whereby they may believe: An 
is not this ridiculous ? 

- 2. How can it ſtand with the wiſdom of Chriſt, to pur- 
chaſe faith or ſalvation for men, upon condition that they 


- will do that vvhich he knovvs is as impoſſible for them to 


G0, asitis for a Blackmore to change his skin , or a 
Leopard his ſpots? 
. All theſe are vital ations, and therefore not poſiible 
to be performed by one that lies dead in ſins and tref- 
pw all theſe are degrees of coming to Chrift , and 
imſelf ſaith, that no man (not onely doth,but) can come 
tohim, except the Father dravv him. 
| H a 3. When 
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3. When the Lord hath promiſed his people that he 
will give them a new heart, and anew [pirit, Ez&k. 36, 26, 
(which is a principal branch of the New Coyenant) thi 
promiſe is made abfolntely without any condition , andig 
this promiſe Faith is-mcluded , for a new hearc is a bel. 
ving heart : thongh pardon of ſin, and falvation be pry. 
mited npon our believing and repenting , yet there is:ng 
fach condition propounded tm the-promiſe of giving the 
firſt grace,of giving a new heart,which is a: believing hean 
What condition or | +405 rg Can we conceny 
of, that ſhould'precede theftrſt;grace, which iis rhe ground 
whence all other gracesdo ariſe? orif there could be ay 
ſach gracious qualification , yet this alſo would beg part 
of Chrifts purchaſe, by whom we-come'to partake: of al 
things rhatbelong to life and godlineſs, 2. Per.1.3.- ,*. 

4. Although the perforthance of ſame--conditionshe 
neceſſary for thoſewho will-partake of falvation, yet thel 
were not-neceffary for the:purchale of it , for -as Chi 
knew-abſatutely who ſhould befaved,, ſo he did abſolits 
ty-parchaſe both. falvationit ſelf , and the'conditiongþ6 
tongingto'ir for all cheſe:,-and theſe onely. [Hendews 
Gid, that. he with one offering taath-; forvetuer perfecten tin 
that ave ſanttifien, . 19. 14. He-hath ,made both;pes 
fe fatisfaQion, anda perfet purchaſe of ſalvation,, ad 
all things belonging 1o1t., for-allthofe whom -Godinls 
ecernal' purpoſe hath ſer apartand ſevered. from'thetef 
of the periſhing world, whereby in due timeithey come ty 
be madeperfect; To.conclude; There can be-no-comdition 
on manspart but whatis in nature, .and ſo purePehagy- 
niſm, for-nochingbacnarure; beforefaith and repentatics 
andto fay that' Chrift died-for altmen, to-purchaſe-falws 
tion for them upon condition they wall do: what -they 
ought to-do in receiving 'whathe ſhall give , is to reſolve 
all into nature. 

Chrift- by his death- hath raken away all'thoſe thing 
which are the great hinderances of our ſalvation, :a6i 
delity,; impeniteacy, and ſuch :bke : therefore — 

utely. 
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utely intended the ſalvation of efthoſe for whom he di- 
ed ; This may be thus proved : 3 4 | 
' 7. Chriſt by his death bath caken away all ſip, 7ob.1.29.. 
therefore theſe fins : he blood of Feſwes Chriſt cheanferb us 
fromallSu,1 John 3 ,7, He hath redeemed 6 from all ini- 
quit), Tit. 2+ 14% | 

2: If bedid not take away all ſin, he ſhould not be a 
perfe&t Cavior: he hath his denomination of Jeſus from 
this, that.he ſhould ſave bis people From their fins, Mar, 1: 
yes, fromall their ſins. He were nor. a perfect Redeemer 
if he ſhould deliver us out of the-power of fome enemies, 
and leave us in- the hands of others-:. our ſinful.lufts are 
our worſt enemies,.1 Pez. 2. 11. It is faid that he. hatb de-- 
livered us ont of the hands of our enemies, Juke 1474, This 
is ſpoken. indefinitely without limitation, andtherefore 
taken generally for all, vere 71. andthe end of this is, 
That we might ſerve our God in righteouſneſsand holi- 
neſs, which we cannot. do fo long as-we remain under the 
ower of any of them ; our enenyes within being as hurt» 
* and rous-as thoſe-without, - OS net 
4.4f he ſhould not removethboſe hinderances thatarifſe 
from our ſelves , no.man:could be ſaved , and ſo Chriſt 
ſhould die in vain.” For as-one man-reſiſts , fo wouldall 
men do, it being the eſſential property of the fleſh to re- 
fi the ſpirit, avd {uſt againſt it, Gal.'5,.17. and whatever: 
#horn of the fleſh, ts fleſh, John 3:5.as betore was ſhewed. 

4. Neither can Chriſt be.faid feriouſly to defire the 
falvation,ofthoſe, and to give his life ro purchaſe it, from 
whom he will not remove thoſe things which be certainly 
Moos oil hinder their falvation,,, when he. hath power to 

it S45h 


'& will therefore be in,yain here to except , that.Chrift 
would take away their.unbelief if rhey.would not reſiſt : 
for he takes away this reſiſtance, he takes away. both care- 
leſs negleRt and proud contempt:, and, what ever elſe can 
be thouglit of that.may:be.a hinderance of the falvacion 
of thole whom hie-intends to-ſfave;. forihe.takes away all 


firt. 
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A Vindication of the Doftrine 
ſin. Tn the Covenant of Grace the Lord hath promiſe 
that he will rake away the heart of ſtone : This heart of 
ſtone includes in it not onely a ſenſeleſs hardnefs, butuy 
belief, pride, perverſneſs, ftubbornneſs, rebellion, wilful. 
neſs, or what ever elſe we can think of, that is moſt con 
trary to the work of Grace in our ſouls; as every val 
frall be filled , ſo every mountain ſhall be made plain, Like 
3.3. ſo that all hinderances ſhall be removed. $ 
All thoſe whom'Chrift hath redeemed, he purgerh them 
to be a peculiar people to himſelf, zealous of good Works, Ti. 


tus-2. 14. he purgeth their conſcience from dead wark; || 


Heb. 9. 14. But all arenot made Chriſts peculiar peo 
all have nottheir conſciences purged ; Ergo. | 
Objeft. Theſe and other like places are wot to be wider 
ftood of all thoſe for whom Chriſt hath made [atufaftin, 
bat onely of ſuch as have made application of it to themſeloy 
by believing. ; 
Anſw.- Burt here is no mention at all of mans aQioniy 
applying, but onely of Chriſts aQtion in purchaſing, all 
of the certain effe& of it ; He hath given himſelf un- 
deem, &c. His blood porgets the conſceerce, &c. 2. Ap 
cation is a rieceſſary effet of Redemption , for all the 
for whom Chrift hath made fatisfaRion, ſhal{ in due time 
partake of the benefit of it, and have this farisfaQtionap 
plyed ro'them-: application being Chriſts work more the 
mans, and for whom he hath done the firſt, he will dothe 
other alfo ; which is thus proved : (Za, 21 
1. If Chriſt onely ſhould make fatisfaRtion , and lem 
it to man to make application , this work would neyerk 
done; and fo his death would be in vain. For applicati 
is made by believing, and to believe is ro come to Ch 
John 6. 35.” and man hath no'power to do this (as betvn 
-was ſhewed) No man can come, &c: verſe 44. PR 
2. The Apoſtle makes this to be the end why Gol ſent 
his Son into the world, namely,that he might redeemthi 
who were under the Law , that they might receive the att 


prion of ſons, and becauſe they are ſons, God ſends the Lay | 
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of Chriſts ſpecial-Redemption. 
of his Son into their hearts, Gal. 4; 4,5,6., Here the Spirit 
of adoption (whereby we are enabled. to make applicati- 
on).is made the effect of adoption, and adoption is made. 
theeffet of redemption.,, and both: theſe the. effet of 
Gods ſending his Son into the world. | 
3: SatisfaQtion and interceſlion are inſeparably joyned 
together. 3/e have an advocate , even Chriſt the juſt, 
who hath made propitiation for our ſins, 1 John 2 .1, 2. 
Why is he an advocate to.plead for us, but becauſe he 
hath made-propitiation for our ſins by his ſuffering 2 He 
prayes for all thoſe, and.onely for thoſe whom. the Fa- 
ther hath given him, Fohn 17. 9. and thething which he 
rayes:for, is, That they may partake-of the benefit, of 
is death, verſe 21, 24. 


The firſt and grand promiſe wherein Chriſt and the co- Argument 


venant. of grace is held forth , is not made co. all , bur 
onely to the ſeed of the woman , Gen. 3.. The ſerd-of the 
woman ſhall break the ſerpents head. Whence ariſeth 
this Argument :. All thoſe for whom Chriſt.died , for 
themand in them he breaks the: ſerpents.head ,' he over- 
throwes and deſtroyes Satans power , rule and domi- 


nion :- But there are many in whom and for whom , Sa- 


tans powewand dominion is never overthrown , for they 


- tveanddie ina ftate of darkneſs, remaining under the 


power of Satan ;: therefore there: axe: many. for whom 
Chriſt never died. 

2. The Serpents head is onely broken for, in and by the 
ſeed of the woman, namely, true believers ; Ergo Chriſt 
died not for all. | | 

3- Againſt theſe onely Satan. may be ſaid moſt properly 
to. exerciſe his enmity ;, Ergo theſe onely,and nor all men, 
are that ſeed by whom Saran is quelled. 


'ObjeR. By the ſeed of the woman 3s meant all mankinat,,| 


and by the ſeed-of the Serpent are meant evil ſpirits , for 


. the av arab of the [ame nature with him from whom is 
als, 


Foce 
 Axſw. 1f ſeed be taken properly for natural _ ,. {o- 
atan. 
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| A Vindication of the Doftrine © 
Satan hath none : (for Spirits do-not propagate} if fig 
ratively or KoondM , fo wicked mettare Lis ſeed: ue 
our Savior tells the wicked Jews, \that they were of shep 
father the- Devil, Jobn 3: 44- beranſe they did his'Wovky\ 
and the Apoſtle faith, that'he that eommirterh ſin is of th 
Devil, 1 John 3. 9. Wicked mer are called Satans ſ&q 
not in regard of their ſubſtance, bur of thoſe venemay 
qualities whereby they reſemble him. i 
ObjeR. The promiſe of breaking the Serpents head i 
made ts all upon condition that they will believe. - © 
Anfw. There is no condition at alh mentioned in the 
Text ; neither is there any thing ſpoken of mans tat, 
what he ſhould do; but of Chrifts work , and what he 


would do: here is no exhortation, but a promyfe, - + / 


' 2. This promife ſhould be made to no purpoſe ; if ty 
ſuch as are 16 fort able to fulfil the condition ; yea to 
thouſands who never heard of promiſe or condition. 

3. Infidelityis a principal part of Satans rute 8& dominion; 
then the promiſe ſhould be madeto free men from Satan 
ruſe and dominion, upon condition that they were'fet 
already, and to free them from infidelity , upon condi 
on that they were not utibelievers ; which is, as if ah 
fitian ſhould promiſe co procure health ro afick man, up 
on condition that he were not fick': \A' ſick man inded 
is not able to heal himſelf, yet he is willing to be heattd; 
but a fick finful man is ſoſick, as he is alfo dead int 
and therefore doth not ſo much as defire to be healed, 
which makes his difeaſe ſo much more defperate. 

If Chriſt did ſo defire the ſalvation of all men,, 48 
give his life to purchaſe it, then he wonld rake order thit 

Bey might enjoy the means, -withoue which this canh« 
be obtained ; but he denies to a great many the meas 
thatare neceſfary for flvacion. No wife man chat 
rioully defiresthe end, will withhold the mearswhenit 
ts in tis power to afford them, but that che means wiv 
are abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, are denyed to mary, 
may thus appear : A 
x. They 


"Ow. 


of Chriſts ſpecial Redemption. 

r, They are denyed to all thoſe infants that are born 
without the Church, whoſe Parents being withour the co. 
yenant , can convey no benefit of it to their children , 
theſe never refuſed any offer , for it was never made to 
them, or if it had, they are altogether uncapable of re- 
ceiving any benefit by ir. How can it ſtand with good 
ſenſe, to ſay that Chriſt died to purchaſe ſalvation for 
thouſands of Pagans and Infidels, upon condition they 
would not rejeR and refuſe him when he ſhould be offer- 
edto them , when there was never any ſuch offer made, 
or if it had row” hl never had any ability to under- 
ſtand-or apprehen@ PT | | 

Object. They have rejefted in their parents andpro- 
genitors. | 

" Anſw. This is a vain dream, which would make n 
onely the firſt ſin of the firſt man (who was the common 
root of all mankinde) but the ſin of every particular 
manto be imputed to his ſeed and poſterity, contrary to 
the Scripture which ſaith, that the. ſon ſhall not bear the 
iniquity of the father , nor the father the iniquity of the 
ſon, Ezek. 18. 20. : | 

2. There are many thouſands both before and ſince 
the coming of Chriſt , that never heard of him: How 
many at this day of thoſe Savages both in Eaſt and Weſt. 
Indies, and ſome parts of Afr:ich , that never heard any 
thing either of the Covenant of Grace , or condition of 
it, or of Chriſt himſelf? And can it be ſaid with any rea- 
ſon, that Chriſt purchaſed ſalvation for theſe, upon con- 
dition they would net reje&t him , when he offered him- 
ſelf upon ſuch or ſuch conditions., when he was never in 
any meaſure offered to them ? | 

ObjeRt. Al! Nations have had the T8 yraco Ts Se8,, by 
the works of Creation , neither hath he left any of theſe 
without witneſs, by giving them rain and fruitful ſea- 


| ſons, Aﬀs 14. 17. 


Anſw. Itis not the knowledge of God as Creator, bur 
of Chriſt as Redeemer, that is ſufficient to bring men to 
7 I ſalvation; 
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falvation; there is wo yame under heaven , but *vely thy 
bleſſed Name of Jeſus (the bleſſed perſon of Chriſt) 
which men can be ſaved, AQs 4. 12. This &« eternal fe 
to know thee the onely very God, and whom thou haft ſu 
eſs Chriſt, Jobn 17. 3. Thereis no ſaving knowſedy 
.of God, but that whereby we know him to be one Gy 
in three perſons, a God reconciling himſelf unto us 
Chriſt, that the Goſpel knowledge onely, and not thy 
which comes by.works of creation or providence, is fyf. 
ficient to bring men to ſalvation, may thus be proved, 
1. The Apoftle faith, That the Gage! & the power o 
God to ſalvation , Rom. 1.16. it 'Wthe onely 'powerfa 
means to bring men to ſalvation: And sf the Goſpel þ 
hid, it ts hid to thems that are ſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. Henceity 


. ,£alled the ſalvation of God, As 28. 28. that withou 


which we cannot be ſaved : Now the Goſpel is a 
that hath been hid from all ages and generations, Col. 1.26, 
no man can be ſaved but by faith, and this fazth comer 
bearing, Rom. 10. 17. This is that 5mmmortal ſeed _ 
we muſt be born again, 1 Pet. 1.23, 25. and unleſs we. 
born again , we cannot enter into the kingdom of:Gyl: 
Hence the Apoſtle ſpeaking of thoſe Gentiles that jel 
without the knowledge of the Goſpel , faith , they were 
aliens from the promiſe, they had no hope, they Were with 
God in the world ,- Eph. 2. 12. they were ftraugers fm 
the life of God, cap.'4.18. they were in darkneſs , ada 
der py of Satan, As 26. 18. and can peopletht 
are in darkneſs and under the power of Satan, thatar 
Krangers from 'the life of God, and are without Godu 
the world, and have-no hope of falvation ;. can theſe kk 
in the ſtate of ſalvation , unleſs bythe Goſpel they: 
brought out of the darkneſs unto lighr , and from the 
power of Satan to ' God? can theſe be ſaved without 1 
miracle > | ds 
. 2. If the works of Nature were ſufficient to bringmen 
bo the true knowledge of God in Chriſt , then Nature 
ſhould be a Preacher of Evangelical Grace as _ rh) 
: 0106; 
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Goſpel; and theſe two ſhould differ onely grads, nor ſpe- 
cie, in degree onely and meaſuxe , and nor in kinde and 
maner of manifeſtation. Did , 4B any Orchodox Di- 
vine in any age of the Church , once dream that the Sun, 
Moon and ſtars, the Trees and Plants, the Corn and Cart- 
tel, Oxen, Sheep and ſuch like, ſhould be preachers of 
Evangelical Grace ? = 

_ 3. Man had this means of knowledge before the fall, 
therefore this is not the way which God uſeth to bring 
mento.the knowledge of his grace in Chriſt. 

_ ObjeR. The Apoſtle ſaith, that the bountifulneſs and 
goodneſs of God leads men to repentance;and where there 
«true repentance, there ſhall be remiſſion,and ſo ſalvation. 

Anſw. Though theſe in their nature tend to this end, 
yetit cannot be made.-to appear that theſe alone ever 
brought forth this effet, and that by them onely any . 
man was brought to repentance unto life; they may be 
ſufficient means for convition , and to render men unex= 
cuſable,as:che Apoltle ſpeaks, Row.2.1.but not for conver- 
ſion: Repentance is the gift of God, As 11. 18. which 
grace he conveys to men by his word, as the proper means 
ofeffeRing it, and not by his works alone withour his 
word: The law of the Lord # perfett, couwerting the 


ſeal, Pſa): 19. 7. He commanded the Goſpel to be preached 


to turn men from darkyeſs to light, ec. Acts 26. 18. 
Thus we ſee that there are many who never had ſuffict- 
ent outward means of ſalvation; and it is evident that 
this came to paſs by divine diſpenſation : for che Pſalmiſt 
faith, chat he gave his word unto Jacob , his Statutes and 
Ordinances unto Iſrael, and that he hath not dealt ſo with 
any Nation, Pſal. 147. 19. Our Savior forbade his Diſci- 
ples preaching ro the Gentiles , and the Spirit forbade 
Payl and Silas to preach the word in 4ſia, AAs 16. 6. 
Now if either the Father had intended, or Chriſt had 
Purchaſed ſalvation for all , upon condition that chey 
would. believe, they would never have withheld the 
means of faith from them : How can they call on him on 
I 2 Whom 


A Vindication of the Doftrine 


whom they have not believed, and how ſhall they beliewey 
him of whom they have not heard? Rom. 10.14. & 
3. There are many that enjoy ſufficient outward meay; 
yet God doth not beſtow upon them inward grace, 
that efficacious work of his Spirit , without which all ow 
ward means will be ineffeftual. The Iſraelites that 
out of Egypr wanted no outward means, for beſidesthe 
teaching of Moſes, they had ſeen all the miracles and way 
ders which God wrought in Eg ypr at the Red-ſea, andy 
the wilderneſs, and yet itis faid, that God had er gi 
them a heart to perceive , and eyes to ſee even to that dy, 
Deur. 29. 3. vl 
The Scribes and Phariſees, and wicked Jews wanted; 
outward means,for they heard Chriſts heavenly do&rin 
and ſaw his wonderful miracles, and yet the myſteries 
the kingdom of heaven' were hid from them, whenthg 
were reyealed unto babes; and this was done accordip 
to Gods good pleaſure , Mar. 11. 25. which certainlyhe 
would not have done had he intended their ſalvation, & 
fent hisSonto purchaſe it;our Savior faith that no manuy 
enter mto the kingdom of heaven unleſs he be born of watt 


and the ſpirit, John 3.5- and this winde blows not ever. 


where, but where ir h;fteth, verſe 7. | 

Obje&. Where ever God ſends his word it is accompanie 
with ſuch a work of hus ſpirit as #s ſufficient for ſalvatinn 
if men did not refſt it. © | 


Anſw. 1. It can never be proved; that-where ever Got 


ſends his word, it is accompanied with the work of bs. 
Spirit in every one that. hears it. What work had the Sp 
rit upon thoſe hearers, whoſe hearts our Savior compars 
co the high-way ſide, where the ſeed was wholly loſt, bv 
ing either Foden under foot, or-carried away by the fonk 
of the air? | ih: 
2. Though there may be ſome common work of the 
Spirit-upon the hearts of ſuch who are never ſaved, yt 
not-fach a work as is fir to bring them to ſalvation; 10 
how can that grace be: accounted ſufficient for ar 
; IEG 
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which doth not remove: that which hinders mens falyati-- 


on, and which if it benot removed it is impoſlible for 
them to be ſaved? if the ſtrength of that natural corru- 
tion be not removed , and che power of that rebellious. 
diſpoſition ſubdued, which makes us alway ready to reſiſt 
the word of God, and the work ofhis Spirit, itis not poſ-- 
fible for any man to be ſaved : and if God ſhould give 
ſuch an efficacious grace to all men, as would be ſuperior 
wo corruption, as would ſubdue and conquer it , then all 
men would be faved ; and if it be-not ſufficient to remove 
that which neceſſarily hinders ſalvation, it is not a grace 
ſufficient for ſalvation. Now how can God be fiid fert-- 


. ouſly to intend the ſalvation of ſuch from whom he with- 


holds that without which it is impoſſible to be ſaved, when 
itis in his power to give it, yea he doth actually give it to 
all thoſe who are ſaved ?- 

" Some- Divines make mention of a three-fold reſiſtance, 
x, There is Refſtenria counata, which is bred and born with: 
aman, for whatſoever is bor» of the fleſ i fleſh, wherein 
there is a natural diſpoſition to reſiſt the Spirit, as being 
contrary it. 2. Reſiſtentia adnata, a readineſs to put forth 
thisinto at , when ever it- meets with that which is con-- 
trary to it ſelf. 3. Refſtentia vincens, a conquering reſiſt- 
ance, and this effeQual grace always ſubdues and removes: 
in thoſe whom God intends to ſave. 

ObjeRt. Bur God hath given every man power to be-- 
lieve if be will, for he hath given him an underſtanding 
whereby he zs able to _— that objett which us clearly 
Propounded to him , -and a will that is fit and ready to follow 


the dilate of hus underſtanding. 


-Anſw. 1. This ObjeQion preſuppoſeth thata man is 
able to underſtand the things. of G9, which is contrary 
to ſcripture , that relleth us the natural man doth not un- - 
derftand the things of God, neither can he , for they are ſpi- 

ritxally diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. His underſtanding is not - 
enely darkned, but. alſo overſpread with ſpiritual blinde-- 
neſs: thon knoweft not that thou art poor-ard blinde, Rev. 


* -©y 
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3-17. the eyes of his ſoul are: cloſed, and he: muſt firg 
have them opened before he can ſee what is the hope 
his. calling, &c. Eph. 1, 18, Let a' thouſand Torches þy 
brought into a dark room where a blinde man fits, becy 
ſee never the more for the help of theſe, ſo-let Eyan 
lical Truths be propounded never fo perſpicuouſly.a{ 
clearly to one that is ſpiritually blinde , yet he is not ahl 
to ſee them in/a\ſpiritual maner, to.ſee them ſo asto be af 
feted with them. As the bodily eye cannot. apprehenl 
rational things, ſo.the rational eye cannot apprehend fy 
ritual things , for there muſt be a ſutable proportion he. 
twixt the faculty and the objeR : the light that comeghy 
the ſpirit to thoſe, who are ſpiritually cnlightned, is as 6 
cifically different from the light of natural reaſon, asth 
light of reaſon.in man is. differing from light of ſenkgiy 
rutes, | 
2. It ſuppoſeth that a natural man hath free will 
g00d, which is contrary to Scripture, which: telleth tha 
God worketh in us both to will and to-do, Phil. 2. 13. 
It is true indeed that a natural man hath. a emmy 
tentia, a remote power of underſtanding and believing { 
ritually, becauſe heis a ſubje& capable of ſaving know 
ledge and faith , bur this is no morethen the power thats 
blinde man hath.to ſee, and a lame hath co. walk, which 
they are never the better for , till the blindneſs of the one 
and lameneſs of the other be removed, and they. bees 
abled toa& according to thoſe faculties andorgans where 
with mans nature is furniſhed. . 
Thus we bave ſeenthat the DoRtine of a Canditi 
and General Redemption, is {uch as cannot agree with 
Scripture ; it follows now to give anſwer to ſuch-Obje 
Rions as are brought againſt an Abſolute and a Particulat 
Redemprion. 4 


AN 
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have various Ggnifications. ( as 


of particular Redemption. 


ANSWER 


TO THE 
OBJECTIONS 
That are brought againſt the | 
DO CTK:EN.E 
OF 


Particular Redemption. 


[ ption Mr. P. thus objeRs. | 

Objet. Univer /al redemption ts exhibited to us in Seri 
prure by all expreſvions of Vniverſality ; by Univerſal 
Colleftive Chriſt 1s {aid ro be the Savior of all men, 1.7 im. 
4. 10. By Univerſal Diſtributive, he taſted death for eve- 


. ry man, Heb. 2. 9. By Univerſal Indefinite., he is the Sa- 


yor of the world , 7oh» 4. 42- Univerſal Objeive , he 
made propitiation for the figs of the whole-world,, 1 oh»: 
2.2. Univerſal Negative,not willing that any ſhould pe- 
rſh; 2 Pet. 3-9. by an univerſal Command to all to believes 
Naw if theſe places be not taken inthe proper ſignification 
of the-words , then the plaineſt places will be made moſt ob» 
ſenre : then how ſhall we be.able ont of Scripture to prove 
the Sunday Sabbath, Baptiſm, yea ov the T rinity of perſons, 
for which there cannot be brought ſo many dirett Afﬀirma- 
oy of” Scripture, as may be-brought for Univerſal Re- 
mption. 

Anſw. 1. Itisa very weak way of arguing, to argue 
from the fignification of words, eſpecially ſuch words as: 
ſe have which are: 

brought: 
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F Tema; the Dorine of Particular or Special Redem- Cap. 3. 
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brought to expreſs the Univerſality of Redemption) asat 


men, every man, world, whole world, and the reſt, which 
are oft-times uſed, not to fignifie every. particular may 
and woman living ih the world, but a part of them ogely. 
as when it is ſaid that al! fleſs ſhall be ſaved; Joel 2. 38. 
Luke 3.6. That 7eraſalem and all Fudea, and all the r4+ 
$i0n about fordan were baptized of John, Mat.3. 5,6. Tha 
all that were in the ſynagogue were filled with wrath & 
gainſt Chriſt, Luke 4.128. That if hewere let alone,all me 
would believe in him, John 11. 48. That if bewere hift 
from the earth,he would draw all men unto him,John 12.32, 
T hat all that came before him were thieves and robber, 
Cap. 10.8. Thatevery one ſaith, I am of Paul, Iam of + 
pollos, 1 Cor. 3.4.. That every. man foall have praiſesf 
God, 1 Cor.4,5. That all the world wondred after the beaf, 
Rev. 13. 5. That the devil deceived the Whole World, cap, 
I2. 9. That the whole World lyes in wickedneſs, 1 Johi5.19, 
to which many other might be added that ſound (inthe 
fame maner, and yet ſignifie no Univerſality. b 
2. Scripture muſt 'be interpreted by Scripture ,'and 
though we are not to recede from the literal ſenſe whenit 
will agree with other NS and with the Analogy 
Faith, yet when it is defeRive both theſe ways, we arendt 
bound to adhere to the letter. Now for thoſe Scriptures 
that carry with them a ſound of Univerſality and Gene 
rally, we are enforced (if we will underſtand them arigh) 
to-take them in a limited and reſtrained ſenſe, becauf 
they will clafh with other Scriptures which tell'us that 
Chriſt laid down. his life for his ſheep,” John 10. 11. Thathe 
died to gather in onethe ſons of God that were ſcatterea,ap. 
11. 53. That he gave himſelf for his Church, Eph. 5. 25. 
That he will not pray for the world, but for thoſe whomtle 
Father had given him-out of the world, John 17. 9. The 
for their ſakes he ſanttified himſelf, verle 19. Thathe 
hath redeemed us out of every people, kinred, and nation, 
Rev..5. 9. That there are [ome -r0 Whoy be will ſay att 
laft diy, he never kneW them, Mat. 7.23. Now all =—_ 
ri 


of particular Redemption. 
Chriſts ſheep, all are not the ſons of God, all Nationsin 
the world are not his Church, he will not pray for all, and 
therefore did not die for all ; (for Redemption and Inter- 
ceſſion are of equal extent) if he hath redeemed us out of 
every people and nation, then he hath not redeemed all 
people and nations : If there be ſome to whom he will-ſay 
that he never knew them, then he never died for them, for 
he did more then know thoſe for whom hedied; he loved 
them , and that with a peculiar love, 1 oh 3. 16, there- 
fore we muſt take thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak in a gene- 
ral way, in a reſtrained ſenſe, elſe they will not agree with 
theſe, neither will ghey agree with the Analogy of Faith 
For if Chriſt hath died for all, then he hath paid a perfe 
price for all ; if hehath paid a perfeR price forall, then 
he hath made perfect ſatisfaRion for all; if he hath made 
perfeR ſatisfaction, then perfect juſtice requires it ſhould 
be accepted , if perfeR ſatisfaRtion be made and accepted, 
then perfet juſtice cannot require a double payment of 
the come debt : therefore by this Doctrine all Sinners 
ſhould be diſcharged, and no man ſhould ſuffer in hell for 
his own ſin,for his debt is paid by that perfe& fatisfaction 
which is both made and accepted. 

Beſides, it cannot ſtand with Chriſts wiſdom and the 
infinite worth of his precious blood , that he ſhould die in. 
vain, and ſuffer that blood to be ſpilt to no purpoſe , for 
when he gave himſelf to death , he certainly knew thac 


thouſands and ten thouſands to whom he ſhould be offer- 


ed, would rejet him, and perſevere to the end in doing 
ſo, and therefore that his death would do them no . 

But if the former Scriptures be takenin a limited ſenſe, 
= will very well agree both with other Scriptures, and 
with the grounds of Faith , as, 

1. When it is ſaid that God is the Savior of all men, 
there is no neceſlity that word (13g $avior) ſhould be 
underſtood of eternal ſalvation, but rather of temporal 
preſervation: and the foregoing words ſhew that it ſhould 
be ſo, which ſpeak not of Chriſt as Mediat r, but of God 
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in general ; therefore we labor and ſuffer reproach, becauſe 
We truſt in the living God, who ts the Savior 07 Preſeryy 
of all, eſpecially of thoſe that believe, 1 Tim. 4- 10. and this 
well agrees with that , the Lord preſerveth both man au 
beaft, Pal. 36.6. 4 

2. When it is ſaid that Chriſt gave himſelf aranfon 
for all, the former words ſhew of whom this is to be un. 
deritood, namely, of all ſorts, of all ranks, degrees and 
orders of men, high and low , rich and poor, 1 Ti. 2, 6, 
compared with verſe 2. Kings and princes were then the 
greateſt perſecutors,and therefore Chriſtians might doukt 
whether they ſhould be prayed for or fiot, this gave occa- 
ſion to the Apoſtle to bid them to pray for kings andprin. 
ces, and all that are in Authority, becauſe, &-c. 

3. When it is ſaid that Chriſt taſted death for every 
man, the following words ſhew of whom this'every man 
is to be underſtood, namely, of every one of the ſonsgf 
God, Heb. 2. 9. compared with ver/e 10. 

4. When it is faid that he is the propitiation for the 
ſins of the whole world, it hath been ſhewed' before of 
what world this is meant, namely, the world both of Jens 
and Gentiles , the whole ſaved world that conſiſted of 
both-theſe. In what ſenſe all men are commanded to b6 
lieve; ſhall be ſhewed by and by. - 

5- When it is ſaid that God would have none to pe 
riſh, 2 Per. 3. 9g. the former words ſhew hovv itis tote 
underſtood, vvhere the Apottle faith zhat the Lord i log. 
ſuffering towards us, ſpeaking of himlelf and thoſe ele 
ones to vvhom he vvrites, that had obtained like precious 
faith vvith himſelf, cap. 1. verſe 1. vvhom he oppoſethto 
thoſe ſcoffers mentioned, ver/e 3. and ſays that though 
there ſhall be a day of deſtru&tion'of ungodly men, ver.7, 
yet the Lord us long-ſuffering toward ws ; for it is ſo Jong 
before ſome of Gods ovvn ele come to repentance, that 
they- have need he. ſhould exerciſe much patience and 
long-ſuffering over them : and of theſe he ſpeaks vyhen 


he vvould have them -acconnt rhe long-ſuffering of the Lad 
[1 


things, it requires they ſhou 
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to be ſalvation, verſe 15. a means to bring them to fab 
vation. 

Here now (if we were furniſhed with Mr. P. his faculty 
in rhetoricating) we might retort his reaſon upon him- 
ſelf, and by the ſame maner of Argumentation we might 
tell him , that if every particular man and woman in the 
world be not ſaved, if every man and woman in 7xdea and 
the coaſts round about were not baptized of Fohn Baptiſt, 
ifevery man in the world be not drawn to Chriſt, ifevery 
man in the world hath not praiſe from God, if every man 
in the world be not Trad the devil, if every man in 
the world lyes not in wickedneſs, then we ſhall make the c;g.;. 
plaineſt Scriptures moſt obſcure, and teach that God doth Pag.86. 
not ſpeak in his word as he means,and ſo teach the people 87, 5. 
tomisbelieve him: becauſe theſe chings are ſet forth by all 
expreſlions of univerſality, as all men, every man, world, 
yea whole world , and the like, ſo that we ſee this ſwel- 
ling Argument is but a bladder full of winde , which being 
alittle pricked, it preſently puffs out and vaniſheth to 
nothing. 

Object. 2. All men are commanded to believe in Chriſt, 
bat they are not commanded to believe a lhe , therefore it us 
true that Chriſt died for all. 

Anſw.1.All men are not commanded to believe,but thoſe 
onely to whom the Goſpel is preached, which is the leaſt 
part of the world. 

2, The work of believing is ops complexum, ſuch a 
work, as to the right performance whereof many aQs are 
required, as 1 to believe that we are loſt ſinners, and muſt 
periſh for ever without we have a Savior 2. That there 
is no ſalvation to be had, but onely in Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God that became man. 3. That it is our duty to deny 
our ſe]ves, and to reſt on Jeſus Chrift as our onely Savior, 
and reſign up our ſelves to him as our onely Lord. 4, To 
believe that he died for our ſins,and ſhall be our Savior. 

Now though the Goſpel _—_— the doing of all theſe 

Id be done-cerro ordive, ina 
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certain order. It doth not require we ſhould do the la 
without the firſt, yea if we do the laſt before we have done 
all the former , our believing would be a falſe believing, 
for if we will truly believein Chriſt, we muſt Go believein 
him as the Goſpel holds him forth to us, otherwiſe ye 


have no ſure ground.for our faith , the Goſpel no where 


bids us believe that Chriſt died for all men. 

But Chriſt is held forth in the Goſpel onely to repent 
ing ſinners, to | ſinners, to ſick ſinners, to humble 
finners : when Chriſt calls thoſe onely to come to hin 


who labor and are heavy laden, who are wearied with the | 


burthen of their fins, and are willing to take his yoke on 
them, and to them onely he promiſeth reſt : if anhar 
hearted rebellious finner , ſuch an one as is reſolvedty 
walk after his lufts, and go on in his wicked wavs, ſhould 
ftrongly perſwade himſelf that Chriſt died for bim; hi 
Rrong perſwaſion were no better then a Rrong preſum. 
ption, the Goſpel yielding no ground at all for ſuch per 
fwaſion, but rather the contrary, telling us that ri 
the Amthor of eternal Salvation onely to thoſe that obey hi 
Heb. 5.9. and that he will render vengeance to all thoſe tha 
obey -not the Goſpel , 2 Theff, 1.8. Hence 7ohs the Baptil 
(Chriſts Fore-runner) and Chrift himſelt when they 6 
gan to preach, call upon men to repent, for the kingdmd 
aven ts at hand, Mat. 3.2. 4.17. torepent and believeth 
Goſpel, Mark 1.16. ſo that ſomeaQts of repentance aretd 
£0 before believing that Chriſt died for ns , which isthe 
laſt and higheſt aR of faith : Beſides, our Savior tells 
that this is the condemnation of the world, that men hatetht 
light that is come into the world , becauſe their deeds ant 
evil, John 3. 19. there is no unrepenting ſinner , but 
fome degree hates the light : ſo far as he loves hisenl 
deeds,ſo far he hates the light (which is contrary to them) 
and this is the ground of his condemnation. | 
Objef. 3. But Mr. P. obje&ts with much confidence 


Czp. 44 that of the Apoſtle, 2 Coy. 5. 14, 15. where (as heſaith) 
page 28: the Apoſtle thus argues , If one died for all, then _— 
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dead, but one died for all, therefore all were dead. 

Here the Apoſtle doth not onely plainly aſſert that 
Chriſt died for all , but brings this as a wedinm to prove 
that all were dead. | 

Avnſw. 1. The ſcope of the Apoſtle here is not to ſhew 
for how many Chriſt died , but what isthe duty of thoſe 
for whom he died, namely , to live to him, becauſe they 
werein the ſtate of death when hedied for them. 

2. We willingly grant that Chriſt died for all , if this 
word a// be taken in the ſame ſenſe the Apoſtle takes it, 
25 he takes it in the former verſe , namely, thoſe whom 
Chriſts love conſtrained to daty. The love of Chriſt (faith 
he) conſtraineth us , and therefore we thus judge, that if 
Chriſt died for all of us, then all of us were inthe ſtate of 
death as well as others, and he died for us, that we which 
live ſhould no longer live to our ſelves, but to him. But 
it follows not hence that Chriſt died for all men, for all 
men are not ſo affected with the ſenſe of Chrifts love , as 
thereby to be conſtrained and carried on with a holy vio- 
lence as it were, to the performance of duty, 

3. The Apoſtle here ſpeaks of fach for whom Chrift 
not onely died, but alſo roſe again; now it is no where 
faid in Scripture that Chriſt roſe again for all : beſides, if 
he died and roſe again for all , then all ſhall certainly be: 
juſtified. It x God that juſtifieth, Who ſhall condemn ? it 22: 
Chriſt that died, or rather that is riſen again, Romans 8. 
33, 34+ . 

Objed. 4. It is further objeted , That all mes 5» the 
World receive benefit by Chrift, therefore he died for all. 

Axſb. 1.1t doth not follow that Chriſt died forwicked 
men who periſh in the end, becauſe they receive many be- 
nefitsby his death : for all creatures in the world are ſome 
way or other the better for Chriſts death. We may well 
think that the whole Creation had long ſince been turned 
mtoa Chaos and confuſion, if Chriſt by his death had noc 
made an atonement for ſome of mankinde. The Apoſile 
Rith, that the whole Creation grones wnder the burthen of 
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mans ſin, and thar there i an earneſt expettation inth 
creature, waitmg when it ſhall be delivered from the boy, 
age of corruption, to the glorious liberty of the ſons of Gy 
Rom. 8. 21,22. This glorious liberty of the ſons of Go 
isa benefic which Chriſt hath purchaſed , and this all the 
creatures ſhall fare the better for, which makes themt 
have ſuch an earneſt expeRation after it, yet none ca 
hence infer that Chrift died for all the creatures. 

' 2. The devils themſelves have ſome benefit by Chrif 
death, for if he had never come into the world, it is likely 
that they had been confined to the great deep, and ng 
been ſuffered £o range up and down in the world, asnoy 
they do. And when he was in the world, he was pleaſd 
at their entreaty to ſuffer them to enter into the herdof 
ſwine, and not to ſend them into the great deep, whid 
was ſome benefit to them , yet who will ſay that Chrif 
died for devils? 

3. It was the a& of greateſt love for Chriſt to lay dom 
his life : Greater love then this hath no man, to lay aoWvnl 
life, John 15.13. and can we think that Chriſt will ſhey 
as great love to thoſe that are damned, as to thoſethat 
are ſaved ; to the reprobarte, as to the eleft, to _ 
and-ſuch as he never knew , yea to his enemies, and ſu 
as will not ſuffer him to reign over them, as to his friend 
and faithful ſub;eRs, yea to his fellow brethren andthe 
members of his own body ? for there can be no greater 
love then the greateſt, and the greateſt is the laying dom 
his life, which he bath done for all alike according toths 
DoRtrine. 

4. What ever comes from Love works for good ;'bit 
all things in the end work together for hurt unto wickel 
men-that have no part in Chriſt , Their table ſhall bt 

ſnare , and that Which ſhould have been for their proſperit, 
ſball be a trap, Pſal. 69. 22. Their riches are reſerved ji 
their hurt, Eccleſ. 5. 9. The goodneſs of God hardes 
their hearts, and ſo fits them for wrath, Row.2.4,5. 
5. For whom Chriſt hath purchaſed a right to the oy 
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of particular Redemption. 


they enjoy, he hath alſo purchaſed a Grace that fits them 
for the right uſe of them , for in and through him a//- 
things are given to us that pertain to Life and Godlineſs; 
2 Pet; I. 3. | | 

Obje&.5. But we may ſay to any man,even the worſt that 
lves.if thou wilt believe, thou ſhalt be ſaved, which we could 
wet ſay truly, if Chrift did not die for all. 

Anſw. 1. The ſcope of ſuch conditional promiſes and' 
propolitions, 1s to ſhew the inſeparable-joyning together 
of the means and the end of Faith and Salvation , of Re- 
pentance and Pardon of Sin; andthetruth of ct em lies 
not in the truth of the parts, but in the neceſſary and 
firong connexionand joyning of them together, As when 
I fay, ifa man be a lion, then he hath four feec; if he be a 
rd, then he can'flie in the air ; here though the parts be 
falſe,yet the propoſitions aretrue, becauſe of the neceſlity 
of the conſequence : ſo when I fay to any man, believe 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved , here this propoſition is true, 
though the man never believes, nor never be ſaved; for 
{et this Hypothetical be turned into a Categorical , and it 
isn0 more but this (Every Believer ſhall be ſaved) which 
is true, though Chrift never died for all , and though all 
men never be ſaved; for it (hews onely the abſolute and 
neceſſary connexion betwixt Faith and Salvation, as that 


* allBelievers, and they onely ſhall'be ſaved , and not that 


all men ſhall be Believers , or that all men ſhall be ſaved; 
orthat Chriſt died for all; and it doth no moreimply 
that there is a will in God of ſaving all, then when on the: 
other ſide it is faid that he who believeth not ſhall be 
damned , it doth imply that there is a will in him of dam- 
mng all. _. 

2. The weakneſs of this way of arguing may appear 
from- inſtances of other like propoſitions in Scripture : 
when the yong man came to our Savior Chriſt, and asked 
him what he ſhould do that he might have eternal life? 
he anſwers him , If ehox wilt have life, keep the command- 
ments, Matthew 19. 15. did not Chriſt here ſpeak truly 2: 

Yer. 
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yet it was not true that either he could keep the com. 
mands,or ever ſhould have life by keeping them. Didn 
the Apoſtle ſpeak truly when he ſaid , If there be wore. 
ſurrettion , then Chriſt # not riſen : and if there be hip 
onely in this life , then we are : 4 all men moſt mor, 
I Cor. 15. 18,19. yet in both theſe propoſitions the pary 
are falſe, for both Chriſt is riſen, and there ſhall certainh 
be a reſurreRion : and the Saints have better hopes then 
inthis life, neither are they of all men the moſt miſery 
ble. So this propoſition , If a man believe he ſhall be 


ved,istrue , though God hath never determined his a. Þ 


vation, nor Chriſt died to purchaſe it,for ſalvationisher 
faſtened onely to believing, and neither believing nor 4b 
vation tothe man. | 

Obje&. 6. Rom. 5.18. As by the offence of one mu 
Judgement came upon all to condemnation, ſo by the rights 
enſneſs of one, &c. Here Chriſts righteouſneſs i mate 
equal extent to Adams fin, namely ,- ſuch as reach 
fo all. 

Anſw. 1. The Apoſtle doth here parallel Adawsin 
and Chriſts righteouſneſs , not in regard of their equi 
extent to all men in the world , but to all their poſterity, 
As Adam by his ſin conveyed ſin and death to all hisp- 
ſterity, ſo Chriſt by his Safferings and Obediencecos- 
veys Righteouſneſs and Life to all bfs poſterity ; roallthe 
faithful, ro all true believers, who are called hi ſeed, 1k. 
59. 21. and hzs children, Heb 2.13, If there had beent 
other generation of men that had not ariſen out of Ade 
root, they had not been involved in the guilt of Ada 
ſin, ſo there being a generation of men that never ſprua 
out of Chriſts root, that were never branches of that ble 
ſed Vine, they ſhall never have part in thoſe peculut 
benefits, which he hath purchaſed for his children, forks 
ſeed and poſterity , for the members of his own body, & 
whom onely he is the Savior, Eph.5.23. 6) 

2. By this Argument all men ſhould have RighteouL 


neſs and Life , and ſo all men intheend ſhould cefrany | 
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- befaved, for the Apoltle ſaith expteſly in this place, that 
as by one mans ſin condemnation uu come upon all , ſo bythe 
a. ae / of one, the free gift came upon all to the juſt ifi= 
cation of life. 

\ObjeR. 7. The covenant of grace is univerſal , made 
with all mankinae , therefore Chriſt died for all , for he « 
the foundation of this covenant. 

Anſw. 1. That the covenant of grace is univerſal, can 
never be proved ; for how can Pagans and Infidels who 
never heard of Chriſt or covenant, be ſaid to be in cove- 
nant, of whom the Apoſtle ſaith , that they are without 
mw in the world, and are ſtrangers from the covenant, 
Eph. 2. 12. 

4 In the firſt promiſe wherein the covenant of grace 
isheld forth , there is a direc diſtinftion (as heth been 
ſhewed.) betwixt the ſeed of the woman and the ſeed of 
the ſerpent ,-« the promiſe being made onely to the ſeed of 
the woman , namely to Chriſt , and thoſe that ſhould be 
born ofhim, Heb.2.13. 

3. The Apoſtle faith that the promiſe (wherein the co- 
venant was comprehended) was made to Abraham and his 
ſeed, not to ſeeds, as ſpeaking of many, but to thy ſeed, as of 
one, that is Chriſt, Gal. 3.16. Now if the covenant be 
made onely with Chriſt myſtical, head and members (as 
here it muſt be underſtood , becauſe the promiſe is made 
not onely to-Chriſt, but to Abrahem) itis not made with 
all men ,-all men are not Abrahams ſeed, all men are not 
members of Chriſts myſtical body , but onely believers 
__ of Jews and Gentiles, theſe onely make that one 
ced. . 

4. In the covenant of grace the Lord promiſeth all 
thoſe with whom he makes this covenant, that he will 
give them a new heart and a new ſpirit , that be Will pat 

us laws into their inward parts , and write them in their 


hearts, and this promiſe is made abſolutely and without 
condition , and therefore ſhall certainly be fulfilled to all 


thoſe to whom it is made : but all men have not new 
L hearts 
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hearts anid-fpirits given unto them , therefore all are not - 


within covenant, neither is the covenant made with all... 

ObjeR. el! that are viſible members of the Church, 
that have received the Seal of the Covenant, and do ftill ons. 
it, are in covenant ; but many of theſe are ignorant, or pros 
phane and wicked, therefore all that are in covenant hav 
not new hearts and ſpirits given unto them , neither t the 
law of God written in their hearts. h 

Anſw. The covenant of grace may be confidered two. 
ways , either in regard of the outward diſpenſationand 


outward priviledges attending it , or in regard of thoſe” | 


inward graces which are the proper effects of it. - Inv 
gard of the outward diſpenſation, and outward privis 


ledges belonging to it, all viſible members of the Church+ 


may be ſaid ro bein covenant, but in regard of the inward 
graces, which are tbe proper effeRs and priviledgesh& 
longing tothe covenant of grace, thoſe cannot be ſaidto 
be in covenant, who alway remain deſtitute of them. As 
Abraham had a carnal feed who received circumciſion 
(which was the Seal of the covenant) and did partake of 
other outward priviledges belonging to the people of 
God, and a ſpiritual ſeed, namely ſuch as were of the faith 
of Abraham, fo he hath ftill. No man can be ſaid to bein. 
covenant further then he knows it, and profeſſerhcon- 
formity-to the conditions. of it: wicked men may havethe 
covenant.made-known to them;and make outward-profeh 
fion of conformity to it-, and ſo.have communion with 
che people of God in all outward ordinances, and enjoy 
all outward priviledges together with them, but they car- 
not properly be ſaid to be in covenant, nor parcakingof 
the moſt eſſential parts of it , of thoſe-great graces of ju- 
ſtification, Sanftification, and of Salvation in the end, 

Object. 8. The Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of ſuch as deniedthe 
Lord that bought them, 2 Per. 2.2. therefore Chriſt bath 
aied for wicked men that periſh inthe end. 

Anſw. The Scripture ſometimes ſpeaks of things not 
enely asthey are, butas they ſeem and appear to = as 
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they are in the judgements and opinions of men. Thus our 
Savior having ſaid in one place, that to him that hath, ſhall 
be given, and from him that hath nat , ſhall be taken away 
even that which he hath , Mat. 13. 12. in another place 
ſhews his meaning, ſaying, That ſhall be taken away which 
he ſeemed to have, Luke 8. 18. and in this ſenſe he ſpeaks 
when he faith, that the whole have no need of the Phyſitian, 
but the fick., and that he came not to call the rithteous, but 
finners to repentance. And thus it is ſaid of king Ahuz,that 
he ſacrificed to the gods of Damaſcus that ſmote him, 2 Chr. 
28. 23. they did nor fo indeed, but he thought they did 
fo, they ſeemed to him to do ſo, and therefore the Scri- 
pture ſpeaks of it accordingly: and fo it is ſpoken in this 
place; theſe men had the knowledge of Chriſt, and made 
outward profeſtion of him and his Religion, and there- 
fore ſeemed to be ſuch as were bought and redeemed by 
him, but they were not ſo indeed. 


